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GOOGLE AND GODLY WISDOM
by Jonathan McClintock

In 1996, a new internet search engine 
was launched. I am not sure how 
much it improved the web experience 

for others, but for me, my life immediately 
became easier. I could find the answer to 
almost any question by visiting askjeeves.
com. After my dial-up connection finally 
pulled up the site, I was greeted by a 
friendly looking butler named Jeeves. 
Below his picture was an empty box that 
invited me to ask anything I wanted. 

Of course, two years later, a small, 
insignificant company named Google was 
born and they completely revolutionized 
the way information was accessed across 
the world wide web. And though many 
speak fondly of the google search engine 
today, for me, Jeeves will always hold a 
special place in my heart.

We live in a day where knowledge about 
almost anything is at our fingertips. In 
fact, you could say that, in today’s world, 
knowledge is cheap. An internet search 
will cost you less than a second of your 
life. Those seeking specialized knowledge 
can log on to coursera.com and take entire 
self-paced college courses, offered by 
many well-known, reputable universities 
from around the world, completely free.

Knowledge is cheap. 
However, wisdom is quite expensive.
The wisdom of Job did not come 

cheaply. The trials he faced, the ridicule 
he endured, and the questions with 
which he wrestled, led him to discover a 
fountain of wisdom he would have never 
found otherwise.

And yes, God may have granted 
Solomon’s request for wisdom, but his 
actual attainment of wisdom did not 
come without a hefty price tag. It was not 
until Solomon wore himself out trying to 
fill his life with temporary pleasures, that 
he finally bowed to the frustration and 
despair a life without God’s guidance will 
produce. It was then he recognized the 
wisdom from God was his most valuable 
possession.

This quarter, the following lessons will 
carry you on a journey through the Wisdom 
Literature of Scripture. I pray you come to 
understand in a fresh, new way, the value 
of wisdom in a world filled with cheap 
knowledge. For truly, it is the attainment 
of godly wisdom and understanding that 
should be the duty of every disciple of 
Jesus Christ.

Editorial
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USING WORD AFLAME TEACHING TOOLS 
LESSON MANUAL
This Lesson Manual has been developed with the goal of providing teachers numerous options 
to assist in preparation and delivery of each lesson.

In each lesson you will find a Focus Thought, Focus Verse, and Lesson Text that lay a foundation 
and give direction for the material that is to be presented. In addition, there are a couple 
attributes that help the teacher connect with their students and keep the audience engaged:

1. There are questions dispersed throughout the body of each lesson that are intended to 
provoke thought and spark discussion. We urge teachers to use these questions as a means of 
helping students apply each portion of the lesson.

2. Some paragraphs in each lesson will contain underlined words. These underlined words 
indicate some missing word students will use to fill in the blanks in their Student Workbook. This 
is another way for teachers to increase student engagement with each lesson.

STUDENT WORKBOOK  
The Student Workbook has been organized in such a way so that students are given the tools to 
not only follow the major points of each lesson but will also have a tool to further their personal 
discipleship and devotion throughout the week.

1.  The Focus Thought, Focus Verse, and Culture Connection have been included in the Student 
Workbook.

2.  The Approach section is designed to give the student important portions of the manuscript 
with and without fill-in-the-blank segments.

3.  The Analyze section will allow the students to interact with the Lesson Text, reflecting on its 
message and meaning.

4.  The Ask section gives the students thought-provoking questions to help them gain a further 
understanding of the Scripture Text and the lesson.

5.  The Apply section will help the students consider how they can best apply what they have 
learned from the lesson.

4
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The Right Response

Lesson 1
September 2, 2018

        FOCUS VERSE  
Job 1:21

And said, Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.

        LESSON TEXT 
Job 1:1, 6–12, 20–22

1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and 
upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.

. . . . .
6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, 

and Satan came also among them. 
7 And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the Lord, and 

said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 
8 And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none 

like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 
9 Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? 
10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he 

hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased 
in the land. 

11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy 
face. 

12 And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself 
put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord.

. . . . .
20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the 

ground, and worshipped, 
21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither:
the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.
22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because of God’s omniscience and compassion, we can remain faithful and worship Him 
through any trial.
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        OUTLINE
 I. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING

A.  God Knew Job Was Righteous and 
Upright

B. God Tempted Satan to Test Job

 II. SATAN DOES NOT KNOW EVERYTHING
A. Satan Accused God of Protecting Job
B. God Gave Satan Permission to Test Job
C.  Satan Attacked Job’s Livelihood and 

Family 
D.  Job Worshiped in the Midst of the 

Struggle

 III.  SATAN IS RELENTLESS IN HIS 
PURSUIT OF THE FAITHFUL

A. Satan Desired to Test Job Further
B. Satan Attacked Job’s Health

 IV.  GOD IS RELENTLESS IN HIS LOVE FOR 
THE FAITHFUL

A.  God Exercised Control over Satan’s 
Wishes to Protect Job’s Life

B. Job’s Wife Told Him to Curse God and Die
C.  Job Chose to Respond to Hardship in the 

Right Way

        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
Omniscience is the term used to describe 

God as “all knowing.” Scripture teaches that 
God knows everything. In Psalm 139 God’s 
deep knowledge of the psalmist—and all 
humanity by extension—is expressed. 
Further, God’s omniscience was revealed 
through His prophets to Judah and Israel, 
who described in detail the kingdoms that 
would attack and carry away God’s people.

The knowledge of God is of particular 
comfort for the story of Job. One key the 
reader must internalize is that God knew 
what would happen in Job’s story. Job did 
not know and Satan did not know, but God 
knew.

         CULTURE CONNECTION
DOING THE RIGHT THING

The desire to do the right thing comes easily for most of us. However, having the 
desire and the resolve to do the right thing is not enough. Follow-through on our 
commitment is oftentimes much harder.

Toward the beginning of a new calendar year, an elementary school principal 
encouraged his teachers to write out some New Year’s resolutions and set some goals 
for becoming better teachers. When the resolutions were completed and submitted 
to the principal, they were then posted in the teacher’s lounge. One of the younger 
teachers became noticeably upset when she noticed her resolution had not been 
posted. She remarked in disappointment, “This just shows what it is like around here.” 
She continued her rant for quite some time. The principal overheard her complaints 
and was mortified because he had not meant to exclude her resolution. He rushed 
back to his office and rummaged through the papers on his desk. He found it and 
immediately posted the young teacher’s resolution. The resolution read: “I resolve 
not to let little things upset me anymore.” (Story adapted from A Treasury of Bible 
Illustrations Copyright © 1995, 1998 by AMG International, Inc.)

Sometimes doing the right thing sounds like a great idea, but actually doing it is 
harder than imagined. It is critical that we not only resolve to do the right thing but also 
commit to follow through on our resolve.
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING
Being aware that God knows all things often brings us comfort because there are 

times in our lives when we realize just how little we know. While God’s knowledge 
has no limits, ours is limited in every way. When we live our lives based only on what 
we know, or when we put faith in our own knowledge and wisdom, we are headed for 
difficulty. However, when we build our lives, decisions, and feelings based on God’s 
knowledge, we can be comforted.

If we are not careful, when we read biblical narratives with which we are familiar—in 
which we know the outcome—we may be tempted to not give the story the emotional 
and spiritual energy it deserves. As we study this story of Job and his right responses, 
let us do our best to envision what our response would be if we were in the same 
situation. Let us consider the story as though we do not know what will happen.

When we go through a trial, we may often say, “This didn’t catch God by surprise.” 
That is true. But sometimes trials do surprise us. 

 » How does God being “all knowing” bring you comfort?

A. God Knew Job Was Righteous and Upright
The story of Job begins with a declaration of God’s knowledge of Job. God knew Job 

was “blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil” (Job 
1:1, ESV). What an interesting beginning to the telling of Job’s story. We are told Job 
was blameless and upright; therefore, it would seem there would not be much else to 
report and the story of Job would be a short one. Consider that the story of Job’s life is 
not about the mistakes Job had made or was going to make. The opening sentence of 
his biography reports that he was blameless. We may not achieve that every day, but 
what a tremendous report!

B. God Tempted Satan to Test Job
“Have you considered my servant Job?” (Job 1:8, ESV). Normally, if you knew God was 

asking this question of someone with your name at the end, it would seem exciting. 
“God is telling someone to consider my life as an example of righteousness!” However, 
here God asked Satan this question. How shocking when we realize it was God who 
suggested Job as a test case for the adversary! It is because of Job’s faithfulness to God 
that he was a candidate for God’s nomination for a spiritual test. This is a challenging 
concept—it feels counter-intuitive. Yes, faithfulness to God positions one for God’s 
blessing. But faithfulness to God is not a guarantee of no testing from the adversary. 
Nor does faithfulness to God provide an exemption from the trials of life. 

Job and other believers are called to have faith in God, in good times and bad. 
God knew Job would be faithful, because God knows everything and Job’s character 
demonstrated his love for God. But Job was about to learn a deeper level of trust in God 
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and receive a greater understanding of God’s nature than he had previously attained. 
Revelation does not always come when we positively respond to God’s Spirit in church. 
Sometimes revelation comes through hardship and trial. But God is faithful. 

 »  Why do you think God allowed Satan to test Job? What benefits, if any, can you see 
when testing comes in your life?

II. SATAN DOES NOT KNOW EVERYTHING
Who is Satan and what are his limits? Much has been said and written about 

the knowledge of Satan, yet Scripture provides information about the limits of his 
knowing. In our passage Satan believed Job only served God because of God’s 
blessings on his life. In other words, Satan was accusing God, saying in effect, “No 
one loves You because of who You are . . . people only serve You because You do good 
things for them.” This is one of the central themes of the Book of Job. Philip Yancey in 
The Bible Jesus Read suggests that the real question is, “Does Job serve God because 
of God’s blessings on his life, or is there more to Job’s faith?”

Satan felt people only love God for what God does for them, and that knowledge 
was about to be tested in Job’s life. Satan’s knowledge is limited. But God accepted 
the challenge not only because He knew the outcome, but also because God knew the 
depth of Job’s commitment to Him—something Satan, and perhaps even Job himself, 
did not know. God knew Job was not serving Him for what he had received from God.

A. Satan Accused God of Protecting Job
Satan accused God of having placed a hedge of protection around Job and having 

“blessed the work of his hands” (Job 1:10). We should remember that when Satan 
says something, it is likely not true. Remember Jesus told His followers that Satan 
was the father of lies with no truth in him. (See John 8:44.) Had God placed a wall 
of protection around Job? Perhaps, or maybe Job had simply been blessed by God 
and had heretofore been left alone by the adversary. God did not confirm Satan’s 
assessment that Job had a wall of protection around him, but God did respond by 
saying, “Behold, all that he has is in your power” (Job 1:12, NKJV).

B. God Gave Satan Permission to Test Job
We do not know if Job had a wall of protection before this conversation between God 

and Satan, but we do know God’s protection was lifted from Job by God’s own word. 
In verse 12 God gave Satan permission to test Job. Let the drama of the moment sink 
in. In Heaven there was a discussion between God and the devil about a righteous 
person on Earth. As believers, there may be times when we are tempted to think that 
what we do or how we live does not matter, no one is paying attention after all. But 
here we see in the clearest terms that both God and the devil pay attention to what 
takes place here on Earth. More particularly it is demonstrated that God knows the 
righteous (Psalm 1) and so does the adversary. 
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C. Satan Attacked Job’s Livelihood and Family
The story progressed and with newfound vigor Satan viciously attacked Job’s 

livelihood and his family. (See Job 1:13–19.) One important thing to note is the 
quick succession of the calamities that befell Job. The phrase “while he was still 
speaking . . .” is found in verses 16, 17, and 18. While one servant gave the report of 
a disaster he had witnessed, another servant came rushing in to report a tragedy 
he had seen. It is almost too much to take in. One envisions Job sitting at peace in 
his home one moment and then suddenly being interrupted by a servant rushing 
in with a terrible report. Perhaps as the servant gave his report Job thought, This 
is bad, but we’ve still got . . . . As he was thinking about what was left, the other 
servants come rushing in with their reports. Satan wasted no time implementing 
his wicked scheme against Job. 

D. Job Worshiped in the Midst of the Struggle
One of the most startling verses in the Bible is found in Job 1:20, “Then Job arose, tore 

his robe, and shaved his head; and he fell to the ground and worshiped” (NKJV). Tearing 
one’s robe and shaving one’s head were signs of mourning in Job’s day. The news 
of his sudden and significant losses affected Job at a deep level. He was profoundly 
sorrowful and expressed his sorrow by his actions. However, even while sorrowful at 
the terrible events that had taken place, Job worshiped. This cuts to the heart of what it 
means to live for God. Job did not ignore what had happened; he mourned, but he also 
worshiped. If Job can worship through tragedy and pain, then we can too. 

Christian worship can never be at the mercy of circumstances. Circumstances affect 
us and our worship. There is no indication that Job ignored his pain or pretended all 
was well—in fact, he did the opposite—he mourned. But while mourning and being 
filled with sorrow, he also worshiped. Mature believers have learned to continue 
worshiping even during seasons of sorrow and pain. Truly some of the most profound 
times of worship to God come when one is hurt, broken, and sorrowful, yet still 
worshiping almighty God. 

 »  Can you worship while in a season of sorrow? What is a specific praise you might say 
to God while going through a trial?

III. SATAN IS RELENTLESS IN HIS PURSUIT OF THE FAITHFUL 
Believers should take this to heart. The adversary is never satisfied. He will continue 

relentlessly pursuing the destruction of God’s people. One wonders if this knowledge 
and a remembrance of God’s interaction with the adversary was in Peter’s mind as 
he wrote, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (I Peter 5:8, NKJV).

A. Satan Desired to Test Job Further
God allowed Satan to afflict Job’s wealth and his family as a test of Job’s integrity 

and commitment to God. God said of Job, “And still he holds fast to his integrity” 
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(Job 2:3, NKJV). Job proved God right by remaining faithful. The word for integrity 
used here is the same word used in Job 1:1—in spite of great affliction, Job remained 
“blameless” and faithful to God (NKJV). 

The adversary sought to test Job further. It is important for disciples of Jesus Christ 
to recognize there will be an ebb and flow of trials and challenges in one’s life. Trials 
and tests, blessings and strength are all part of the life of faith. Scripture teaches 
that God allows “seasons” of life—an ebb and flow. Psalm 1 declares the one who 
walks in delight of God’s Word will be “like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 
brings forth its fruit in its season” (Psalm 1:3, NKJV). There are seasons of blessing 
and seasons of difficulty in every life.

 » Have you ever been through a season where testing came and then more testing came?

B. Satan Attacked Job’s Health
Satan was not satisfied with taking Job’s family or wealth. He replied to God, “Skin 

for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life. But stretch out Your hand now, 
and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will surely curse You to Your face!” (Job 2:4–
5, NKJV). “His argument is that God has not allowed him to go deep enough below the 
surface to really injure Job” (UBS Bible Handbook, accessed in PC Study Bible). The 
adversary once again underestimated God’s servant.

Job’s health was afflicted with “boils,” which were likely aggravated ulcers 
(Eaton’s Bible Dictionary, “boil”). The affliction was painful and covered Job’s body. 
Later in Israel’s history, King Hezekiah suffered from a boil that was life threatening. 
(See II Kings 20:1, 7.) In addition to the great pain afflicting his body, it’s likely Job 
believed this affliction would result in his own death.

IV. GOD IS RELENTLESS IN HIS LOVE FOR THE FAITHFUL
What would Job’s response be? Did God still care for him? Scripture is clear that 

despite what we endure, God’s love remains. Faith calls for the follower to believe and 
trust God’s love even when it seems God doesn’t love.

 »  What steps can you take on a regular basis to immerse yourself in the knowledge of 
God’s love and faithfulness?

A. God Exercised Control over Satan’s Wishes to Protect Job’s Life
It is important to note that even though Satan had great authority to afflict Job, he 

was still prevented by God from taking Job’s life. Job suffered greatly but there was a 
limit to what Satan was allowed to do. Later in the New Testament, Paul reminded the 
Corinthian believers that “God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may 
be able to bear it” (I Corinthians 10:13).
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B. Job’s Wife Told Him to Curse God and Die
Job’s wife does not have a large role in the story (the only other references to her are 

Job 19:17 and 31:10). Nonetheless, in Job 2:9 she had something to say. Some believe 
her question to Job was a sarcastic expression of what God had said about Job retaining 
his integrity (UBS OT Handbook Series, 2:9). Another way to word her question is: “You 
are still as faithful as ever, aren’t you? Why don’t you curse God and die?”

We are not told how this affected Job, only his response to her. However, her 
defection is different from the other challenges Job faced. His wealth, health, and 
children were taken. She alone remained, yet she chose the wrong response. Serving 
God is challenging at times, but doubly so when we are alone or believe we are alone. 
Job’s supports had been removed. If his faith had been built on other people or on 
possessions, it would have crumbled. The people of God must examine their faith.

 »  Is my faith propped up by material blessings? Can my faith in God survive if others 
abandon me?

C. Job Chose to Respond to Hardship in the Right Way
Regardless of all that befell him, Job remained faithful. He said, “Thou speakest as 

one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, 
and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips.” 

We know from the story that the hardship that came Job’s way was from Satan. 
However, Job did not know this; therefore, he believed all the difficulties that had come 
his way were directly from God. Yes, God authorized Satan to afflict Job, even suggested 
it, but God did not bring the hardship to Job directly. It seems obvious that Job believed 
God had brought it. Yet, in spite of that, Job maintained his faith in God. Even though he 
believed God had brought about the current hardship, he remained faithful. Job’s view 
was: “God brings good and I accept it, so how can I not accept when God brings bad?”

            INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
It seems obvious that Job’s faithfulness to God was not dependent upon what God did 

for him. If it had been, then he obviously would have abandoned God by this point. Instead, 
there was something more to Job’s faith. It was a belief in God that recognized there were 
limits in human knowledge and trusted in God when those limits were exposed.

The summary of this section is found at the close of Job 2:10, “In all this did not Job sin 
with his lips” (KJV). Job did not speak a word against God. Surely this tells the reader the 
importance of what is said. Job probably thought, and wondered, about God’s faithfulness, 
God’s love, and God’s justice. Maybe he even questioned, “Does God love me?” But he 
never sinned by saying something like, “God is unjust” or “God doesn’t love me.”

The right response is not only what we do, it also encompasses what we say. To be 
blameless like Job and other persons of integrity, we must train ourselves to respond 
correctly with our words and our actions.

 » What are some ways you can practice responding appropriately?
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        FOCUS VERSE  
Job 13:15

Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.

        LESSON TEXT 
Job 13:1–19

1 Lo, mine eye hath seen all this, mine ear hath heard and understood it.
2 What ye know, the same do I know also: I am not inferior unto you.
3 Surely I would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to reason with God.
4 But ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no value.
5 O that ye would altogether hold your peace! and it should be your wisdom.
6 Hear now my reasoning, and hearken to the pleadings of my lips.
7 Will ye speak wickedly for God? and talk deceitfully for him?
8 Will ye accept his person? will ye contend for God?
9 Is it good that he should search you out? or as one man mocketh another, do ye so  

mock him?
10 He will surely reprove you, if ye do secretly accept persons.
11 Shall not his excellency make you afraid? and his dread fall upon you?
12 Your remembrances are like unto ashes, your bodies to bodies of clay.
13 Hold your peace, let me alone, that I may speak, and let come on me what will.
14 Wherefore do I take my flesh in my teeth, and put my life in mine hand?
15 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.
16 He also shall be my salvation: for an hypocrite shall not come before him.
17 Hear diligently my speech, and my declaration with your ears.
18 Behold now, I have ordered my cause; I know that I shall be justified.
19 Who is he that will plead with me? for now, if I hold my tongue, I shall give up the ghost.

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because God is good, we can have confidence that there is a higher purpose to our pain.

Redeeming Our Pain

Lesson 2
September  9, 2018
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
Some view pain as purely negative and often 

question its necessity in our lives. However, 
Scripture would reveal to us that pain can be 
redeemed. This doesn’t indicate that our pain 
has somehow been taken by Satan and needs 
redemption similar to the redemption provided 
by Christ for our souls. Instead, what is in view is 
making sense of our pain and learning through 
the help of the Holy Spirit to see God’s good hand 
at work in our lives, even in painful circumstances.

In all suffering, challenging circumstances, 
and heartache, believers must remain 
convinced of and committed to the knowledge 
that God is good, that He can be trusted, and 
that He is working all things for our good. We are 
not promised we will see resolution in this life, 
but we are promised a love from our heavenly 
Father that comforts us in all our afflictions. The 
story of Job’s afflictions helps us by showing 
us God can be trusted because He is good and 
faithful, and there is always more to the story 
than we can know. 

        OUTLINE
 I.  THE OPINIONS OF OTHERS CAN TEST 

OUR FAITH
A. Job’s Wife
B. Job’s Three Friends

 II.  GOD CAN BE TRUSTED NO MATTER 
WHAT HAPPENS IN LIFE

A. God Is Trustworthy
B. God Is Our Redeemer
C. God Is Our Refiner

 III. GOD CAN REDEEM OUR PAIN

         CULTURE CONNECTION
A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE

Christian comedian Michael Jr. often speaks of the many challenges he faced as 
a child. One of the biggest obstacles he had to overcome was his inability to read. 
Michael found it extremely difficult to understand the meaning of most words. Instead 
of giving up and retreating in seclusion, Michael taught himself an intricate system 
using a handful of different clues that helped him decipher what words actually meant. 
He describes this process as using the clues before and after certain words and also 
studying the looks on people’s faces as they would read to help him determine the 
meaning of words. He understands that some might have viewed this as a handicap, 
but Michael began to see it differently.

Now, as a successful Christian comedian, Michael Jr. uses this same technique 
to fuel his comedic talent. Because of his learned ability to see life from so many 
different perspectives, he is able to see the humor in situations others may not. He 
has concluded that without his “handicap” of being unable to read as a child, he many 
have never developed the ability to think about situations differently and thereby find 
the humor he regularly shares in his ministry to others. Michael has learned to see God 
at work in the midst of pain we may not understand. But thankfully, God knows how 
to take what appears broken on the surface and make something wonderful out of it.
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. THE OPINIONS OF OTHERS CAN TEST OUR FAITH
Whether we admit it or not, each of us is affected by the opinions of others. To be 

human is to care about what others think at some point in one’s journey. Scripture 
teaches us not to worry or be concerned about other’s opinions. C. S. Lewis defined 
humility as not thinking less of oneself but thinking of oneself less. That rubric 
applies concerning the opinions of others: we just simply should not think of them.

Asaph, the author of Psalm 73, was focusing on the blessings others received and 
it almost cost him his faith. (See Psalm 73:1–14.) At the end of the Gospel of John, as 
Jesus restored Peter from his denial, Peter became concerned about what was going 
to happen to the other disciples. Peter had been told by Jesus that when he was old 
he would suffer a martyr’s death. (See John 21:18–19.) Verse 20 reports, “Then Peter, 
turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved . . . . Peter, seeing him, said to 
Jesus, ‘But Lord, what about this man?’ Jesus said to him, ‘If I will that he remain till 
I come, what is that to you?’” (John 21:20–22, NKJV). “What is that to you?” was the 
message of Jesus to Peter as Peter wondered about others and their place in the 
Kingdom. The point Jesus made was, in part, that to serve Him faithfully, we must not 
focus our faith on others or their opinions.

Job endured the opinion of others and it affected him. Even though he maintained 
his integrity when those closest to him provided their opinions, it was a challenge 
to his faith.

 »  Do you battle with comparing? If so, can you discern how it affects your spirit? Why 
do the opinions of others matter so much to us?

A. Job’s Wife
The first opinion other than God’s that Job encountered was from his wife. Job 2:9 

reads, “Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, 
and die.”

First, let’s consider her question. Do you still maintain your integrity? Do you still 
follow God even though every conceivable bad thing has happened in your life? Of 
course, her question was the same sort of question the adversary had posed in his 
previous dialogues with God, namely that Job only served God for the blessings God 
had given. If Job was serving God for the blessings alone, then her point was correct 
and he should have given up. But if Job’s faith was tied to something deeper than 
God’s blessings—if Job had the integrity he would later become known for—then her 
question was nonsensical. This seems to be the impetus in Job’s reply in Job 2:10, 
“What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?” It 
would later become clear as Job developed his argument that he was not serving God 
for God’s blessings alone. But this has always been a challenge for believers.
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Have you known someone who allowed his or her walk with God to be deterred 
because of pressure or the opinion of another? How tragic when believers allow 
friends and loved ones to distract them from serving God! Often a believer may 
think, I’ll give in a little and it will help the relationship, but that plan never works. 
Following God requires rock-solid commitment to God regardless of the opinion of 
those around us—even the opinions of those closest to us. 

B. Job’s Three Friends
The opinion of Job’s wife was no doubt difficult to bear, but as Job’s three friends 

arrived, it did not get much better. In Job 2:11–13 they arrived, wept, and mourned for 
Job. That is a good strategy to help hurting friends. It was when they began attempting 
comfort that things got worse for Job.

In Job 4 Eliphaz began “comforting” Job by explaining that God is just, God rebukes 
those who need it, and if Job would just acknowledge his error, all would be right 
again. Job’s other friends, Bildad and Zophar, pursued a similar course in their 
responses to his suffering with only slight variations. It is one thing to move forward 
when only one person’s opinion is against you holding your faith in God, but in Job’s 
case, he was faced with the opinions of multiple others who were challenging his 
commitment to God.

The most significant difference between Job’s friends and Job’s wife was that Job’s 
friends were pushing him to admit his guilt and sin, while his wife was telling him 
to give up on God altogether. One difficult part about the confrontation from Job’s 
friends was that much of what they said was correct. They rightly pointed out that 
God corrects and disciplines (Job 5:17–18), and they spoke the truth when they said 
that those who sow evil will reap it. (See Job 4:8.) But they were wrong about Job. 
He did nothing to deserve what had befallen him. Like Job and his wife, the three 
friends did not know about the discussion between God and Satan, but they spoke 
as though they were certain of what was happening. They formed opinions, probably 
based on preconceived understandings, and did not seem to realize there could be 
more to the story than what they could see with the naked eye.

 »  Have you ever rushed to judgment about a situation, only to later learn there was 
more to the story?

Nonetheless, Job maintained his innocence despite their concerted, consistent 
attacks to compel him to admit fault. Job effectively resisted their opinions. This 
must be a lesson to all who read Job’s story. There will be times in our walk with God 
when the opinions of others can distract and deter us from faithfully following. It is 
in those seasons we must trust God, listen to our spiritual authorities, and not turn 
back from following God.
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II. GOD CAN BE TRUSTED NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS IN LIFE
One over-arching theme in Scripture as a whole and the Book of Job in particular is that no 

matter the circumstances of life, God is trustworthy. Serving God by faith requires followers 
to embrace God’s love, putting more confidence in it than in their life circumstances.

A. God Is Trustworthy
In the middle of defending his integrity, Job proclaimed his faith in God and his 

dedication to God: “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine 
own ways before him” (Job 13:15, KJV).

Here Job stated he would present his case before God, and he would maintain faith 
in God even though he believed God was the one who caused the calamities he was 
suffering. Put another way, Job proclaimed he would serve God even though there 
was no longer any tangible benefit. This is the definition of faith: “I will serve God 
without regard to anything else.” Job could only say this because he believed God 
was worthy of trust. Job’s faith in God’s goodness was deep enough that he trusted 
God even though he believed God was afflicting him.

Scholars debate whether Job’s statement here was accurate. In Job 1–2 it was God 
who allowed Job to be afflicted, but it was Satan who afflicted him and was the one 
“slaying” Job. Yes, God allowed it, but Satan did it. Whichever side of that discussion 
on which one falls, the faith of Job is stunning. Job was not privy to the discussion 
between God and Satan in chapters one and two; he did not know he was the test case 
for an eternal inquiry. It is best to understand Job’s statement as his sincere belief; 
he truly believed God was the one afflicting him. But despite his belief that God was 
afflicting him, he maintained his trust in God. We cannot fully comprehend this kind of 
faith without illumination from the Holy Spirit. Job said, in effect, “God is afflicting me. 
But even though God is afflicting me, I will still trust in Him.” Only someone radically 
committed to God can make that statement and live it out the way Job did.

 »  How has God shown you He deserves to be trusted? Does Job’s declaration of faith 
challenge you?

B. God Is Our Redeemer
Job’s faith in God led him to proclaim God as Redeemer. Job had desired someone 

to intervene for him, but in the end, instead of hoping for another who could intervene 
for him, Job stated his faith in God as his Redeemer. God, he said, was his Redeemer 
who would advocate for him. His wife had encouraged him to abandon faith, his 
friends had consistently told him he was to blame, but Job maintained God would 
have the last word and defend him.

Job’s expression of faith in God as Mediator foreshadowed God’s redemptive plan 
in Jesus Christ. Job knew his redeemer was alive and would intercede on his behalf. In 
Jesus, God is reconciling the world to Himself. The writer of Hebrews told his readers 
that Jesus “ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).
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Job sought for a redeemer to believe in and defend his innocence. Christians need 
a redeemer to forgive our guilt and make us innocent before God. In both death and 
life, the ministry of our Redeemer brings us hope.

C. God Is Our Refiner
Job yearned for an audience with God to present his case. Job’s speeches in 

response to his friends contain his yearning for an audience with God. Job’s desire to 
present his case to God was rooted in his belief in God’s justice and Job’s innocence. 
Job did not seem to question God’s justice, but he did desire to make clear his 
innocence before God. In this section of Scripture, Job detailed his quest for God. 
If only he could catch up to God or show up where God was working and grab God’s 
attention. But despite his best efforts, God was not available. God was nowhere to 
be found. In verses 8–9 of chapter 23, Job describes his search for God.

Job went forward and backward, but God was not there. God was working on the 
left hand and the right hand, but Job could not see Him. Nevertheless, Job affirmed 
his faith that God knew where he was and what he was going through. Job said, in 
effect, “I cannot find God anywhere, no matter how hard I try or how much I want it. 
But I believe in God and I believe God knows where I am.”

Job declared that God knew where he was, and this divine knowledge is affirmed 
repeatedly in other verses of Scripture. In II Timothy 2:19 Paul wrote, “Nevertheless the 
solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: ‘The Lord knows those who are His’” 
(NKJV). The psalmist wrote in Psalm 1:6, “For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the ungodly shall perish” (NKJV). Often when we go through trials, we 
can mistake God’s silence for a lack of God’s presence. But Scripture is certain, just 
because God is not speaking or moving does not mean God is not present. Indeed, 
it could be that when all seems silent and we are left alone to endure our greatest 
struggle, God is present with us in a way we had not known before that time. 

Job stated that by enduring this season, he would be made better. “When He has 
tested me, I shall come forth as gold” (Job 23:10, NKJV). Job knew the refining fire 
of God would reveal any impurities. Peter echoed this in I Peter 1:6–8, “In this you 
greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by 
various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold 
that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love. Though now you do 
not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory” (NKJV). 

Testing is part of the life of faith. We may be tempted to wish the Book of Job and 
other stories of trial were not in our Bibles. But we are blessed they are there because 
each believer endures trials. Dry seasons and difficult times come to everyone who 
lives for God. “But he who endures to the end shall be saved” (Matthew 24:13, NKJV). 
The message of Job in this passage is that God is our refiner and when we endure a 
season of testing, if we remain faithful, we will emerge victorious.
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 »  Have you ever felt that God didn’t know where you were or what you were going 
through? 

 »  Have you ever been in a season when you could not perceive God in any situation of 
your life? If so, how did you make it through?

III. GOD CAN REDEEM OUR PAIN
Yes, God can redeem our pain. God can make something special out of the 

circumstances we endure. Job’s life is a great example. From God’s response at the 
end of the book, it does not appear that Job’s questions were answered. Instead, 
Job acknowledged the limits of his understanding, “Who is he that hideth counsel 
without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too 
wonderful for me, which I knew not” (Job 42:3). His questions did not receive the 
answers he sought throughout his book, but he gained something far greater. Job 
gained an in-depth knowledge of God, a knowledge of God that caused him to 
“repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:6). 

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
God restored to Job his wealth, but the redemption of Job’s pain happens every time 

someone reads his story and is encouraged. Since Job’s story took place, even up 
until now, countless people have read it, wept over it, and received strength from God 
to continue in faith because of what Job endured. This is God redeeming Job’s pain.

God does this repeatedly throughout the pages of Scripture. The life of Joseph 
recounted in Genesis is another excellent example. Near the end of his life, Joseph 
summed up all he went through at the hand of his brothers (truly terrible things) 
and stated, “But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good” 
(Genesis 50:20). God specializes in working through challenging circumstances to 
bring out of them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness. 

God can bring about His purpose in our lives no matter what we go through. God’s 
power can bring good even out of the horrific pain His followers sometimes go 
through. The key for God’s people is to remain faithful.

 » What painful circumstances in your life have you seen God “redeem”?
 »  Is there a painful situation you’ve endured and you’ve had trouble seeing any good 

from it? 
 »  What are some practical ways believers can remain faithful when going through 

trials?
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Job 42:10

And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the Lord gave 
Job twice as much as he had before.

           LESSON TEXT 
Job 42:1–13

1 Then Job answered the Lord, and said,
2 I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from thee.
3 Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I 

understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not.
4 Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.
5 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.
6 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.
7 And it was so, that after the Lord had spoken these words unto Job, the Lord said to 

Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye 
have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath.

8 Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, 
and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you: for him will 
I accept: lest I deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the thing which 
is right, like my servant Job.

9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went, and did 
according as the Lord commanded them: the Lord also accepted Job.

10 And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the Lord 
gave Job twice as much as he had before.

11 Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been 
of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, 
and comforted him over all the evil that the Lord had brought upon him: every man also gave 
him a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold.

12 So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen 
thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she 
asses.

13 He had also seven sons and three daughters.

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because God is in control, we must surrender to His sovereign control of our lives.

Surrendering Control

Lesson 3
September  16, 2018
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
The questions “Why?” and “Where are You, 

God?” often arise in seasons of adversity. 
Fortunately, God in His grace and love does not 
leave us holding our questions without hope for 
an answer. In what many scholars believe to be 
the oldest book of the Bible, Job brings these 
very questions to God as he wrestles with the 
shocking loss of his children, houses, servants, 
and cattle. Job was left alone with his wife to find 
a way to reconcile the goodness of God with such 
incomprehensible loss. Job did not know the “back 
story” as we know it from the first two chapters 
of the book, so he had no comprehension of the 
challenge from Satan against God and His servant. 

The Book of Job traces Job’s protests concerning 
his suffering, his questions to the God he knows 
is faithful, and finally God’s unexpected and 
majestic response. The Lord’s response served to 
refocus Job’s faith and enlarge his understanding 
of the God he served. In the end Job realized 
that the wisdom and majesty of God was “too 
wonderful” and lay far beyond his ability to 
understand. We can lean on the lessons learned 
by this great patriarch in our time of suffering and 
know that God’s ways are, indeed, higher than 
our own, and His heart toward us is good. 

        OUTLINE
 I. GOD IS SOVEREIGN AND IN CONTROL

A. God Can Do Anything
B. His Ways Are above Our Ways

 II.  JOB SURRENDERED CONTROL 
THROUGH REPENTANCE

A. He Repented in Dust and Ashes
B.  The Lord Vindicated Job before His 

Friends

 III.  JOB SURRENDERED CONTROL 
THROUGH HUMILITY

A. Job Prayed for His Friends
B.  The Lord Restored to Job What  

Had Been Lost

 IV.  WE MUST SURRENDER TO HIS 
CONTROL IN OUR LIVES

A. We Surrender through Repentance
B. We Surrender through Humility

         CULTURE CONNECTION
TRUE FREEDOM

In his book The Reason for God, author Timothy Keller quotes C. S. Lewis who wrote, 
“Hell is the greatest monument to human freedom.” It appears what Lewis meant is 
that human freedom, if not surrendered to God, will ultimately lead one to Hell. When 
we look in Scripture, we find this idea is true. The Bible teaches us repeatedly that 
left to our own devices—even with the greatest of intentions—we will often choose 
incorrectly. It is God who gives us the freedom to choose, but making a choice is only 
part of the equation necessary for salvation. We must not only choose Jesus Christ, but 
we must also surrender to Him.

Later in his book, Keller quotes John Stott, saying, “The essence of sin is we human 
beings substituting ourselves for God, while the essence of salvation is God substituting 
himself for us.  We . . . put ourselves where only God deserves to be; God . . . puts himself 
where we deserve to be” (The Reason for God, 82, 202). When we use our freedom to 
place ourselves in the position of God, we fail and live under the curse of sin. But when 
we use the freedom God gives to surrender our will and ways to God, we receive by faith 
God’s substitution for our sin and receive salvation and blessings from God.
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. GOD IS SOVEREIGN AND IN CONTROL

A. God Can Do Anything

“I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden 
from thee.” (Job 42:2)

According to Lindsay Wilson in his book Job, in chapters thirty-eight through forty-
one of the Book of Job, God answered Job with a “leisurely guided tour” through 
creation. We can assume that Job was completely overwhelmed and silenced 
because God’s response to him is recorded as a virtual monologue—only once does 
Job speak; he says, “What shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth” 
(Job 40:4). In other words, Job’s response was that he was speechless.

What is even more interesting is that most of God’s monologue was in the form of 
questions that were impossible to answer. “Where wast thou when I laid the foundations 
of the earth? . . . Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest?” (Job 38:4–5). 
“Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or hast thou walked in the search of the 
depth?” (Job 38:16). “Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the peacocks? or wings and 
feathers unto the ostrich?” (Job 39:13). “Doth the hawk fly by thy wisdom, and stretch 
her wings toward the south?” (Job 39:26). God continued for an entire chapter (Job 41) 
about the fierce sea creature, leviathan, reminding Job in chapter 41 verses 10–11 that if 
He, God, could create such a powerful creature, “who then is able to stand before me?”

Indeed, after thirty-seven long chapters which saw Job agonizing over his questions, 
directly addressing them to God, this “breaking of the divine silence,” according to Wilson, 
was what Job needed, perhaps even more than the restoration of all he had lost. Wilson 
writes, “God’s goal in [speaking to Job] was not to steam-roll Job so as to dismiss his 
laments and leave him in the silence of defeat. On the contrary, it was to grow him in faith.” 

 »  What lessons can we draw from the Book of Job about honestly bringing our suffering 
before God? 

B. His Ways Are above Our Ways

“Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that 
I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not” (Job 42:3).

As any good teacher, God did not simply tell Job the answers to his questions; He 
led Job to discover the answers on his own, thus shifting his paradigm and deepening 
his understanding. Because Job’s previous understanding of God was limited to the 
faith experiences he had had thus far, the suffering inflicted upon Job was beyond his 
understanding, especially given the fact that he did not know it had come at Satan’s hand. 

While in Job’s culture suffering was viewed as the consequences of sin, Job 
maintained his integrity, as noted in chapters 13 and 27. Here, for example, Job goes 
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so far as to ask God, “How many are mine iniquities and sins? make me to know 
my transgression and my sin” (Job 13:23). In Job 27:6, Job maintains his innocence, 
declaring, “My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not 
reproach me so long as I live.” Indeed, God Himself had attested to Job’s uprightness, 
asking Satan, “Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in 
the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?” 
(Job 1:8). Thus, the accusations of Job’s friends did little to comfort him, and served 
only to generate more questions in his heart.

Given God’s witness to Job’s righteousness and reverence (Job 1:8) and Job’s claims of 
innocence (Job 27:6), one can conclude that Job’s suffering was not judgment for sin in 
his life. While we cannot know for sure why God would allow such suffering, we can read 
through the book and begin to understand how God brought purpose into the suffering. 

If one considers God’s answer to Job in its entirety, a pattern and deeper meaning 
begin to emerge. Indeed, as Job himself began to see this deeper meaning, he 
responded, “Therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for 
me, which I knew not” (Job 42:3). Through God’s own witness to Job’s relationship 
with all creation—the stars, the sea, the snow, creatures small and great—Job’s 
understanding was opened. Andrew Prideaux writes, “As the Lord spoke to Job of 
his relationship to His creation, this understanding of God’s involvement in his life 
became for Job a more profound reality than even he ever knew” (Andrew Prideaux, 
“The Image of God: Job and the Glory of the Suffering Image”).

Indeed, these things were “too wonderful” and elicited from Job the only proper 
response: silence and reverence before God. Prideaux notes that, before his 
suffering, Job knew about God, likely in broad theological terms, and Job attested 
to this, stating, “I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear” (Job 42:5). This 
“hearing” was likely stories passed down from Job’s ancestors that served as a 
witness to God’s character, and it was from these stories that Job formed his view 
of God. After God’s faith-altering response, Job could now say in the conclusion of 
the verse, “But now mine eye seeth thee.” Prideaux notes that at this point in the 
story, Job had not yet been healed, nor had his family, servants, and flocks been 
restored. Prideaux writes, “[God’s] words enabled Job to experience and relate to 
his Maker in a new way; in Job’s words, ‘to see you (i.e. God) with mine eyes.’ This 
is not theoretical knowledge. . . . As far as he knows, he may yet die in his current 
state. And yet his state of mourning could come to an end because of the revelation 
of God, himself, to Job.” By claiming his eye could see God, Job was attesting to this 
paradigm shift which resulted in his expanded faith.

 » Does answered prayer always mean God gives us what we desire? 
 » What lessons have you drawn from unexpected answers to prayer? 
 » How have unexpected answers changed your view and understanding of God?
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II. JOB SURRENDERED CONTROL THROUGH REPENTANCE

A. He Repented in Dust and Ashes

“Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:6). 

Job’s response in Job 42:6, upon first encounter, is somewhat confusing, given 
the fact that God does not list sin as the cause of Job’s suffering in chapters thirty-
eight through forty-one. Additionally, the prologue of the book, chapters one and 
two, depicts Job as one so upright that God would say of Job, “There is none like him 
in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil” 
(Job 1:8). Even though he lost everything except his life, the Book of Job twice states 
that Job did not sin while suffering through his trial (Job 1:22; 2:10). 

Old Testament scholars thus debate the meaning and usage of “repent” (Job 42:6), with 
some translating it as “reject,” or “turn away.” Although the more common meaning of 
repentance signifies sorrow over sin, Job could have used the word to signify a turning away 
from his mourning in dust and ashes, and a turning to his newly-expanded knowledge of 
God. Given God’s many questions to Job, it appears Job’s fault was his limited knowledge 
of God, and, as previously noted, expansion of this perspective was God’s objective in 
the recycling of Job’s suffering. Regarding this change in perspective, Lindsay Wilson 
comments, “God’s appearance and his speeches have enabled Job to move on.” 

B. The Lord Vindicated Job before His Friends

“And it was so, that after the Lord had spoken these words unto Job, the Lord 
said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against 
thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my 
servant Job hath.” (Job 42:7)

Early in the book, Job addressed his friends—Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar—calling 
them “forgers of lies” and “physicians of no value” (Job 13:4), concluding that their 
words and platitudes were “like unto ashes” (Job 13:12). Although not noted in the 
book, it is possible that Job wondered if his friends were right, given all three agreed 
his suffering was the direct result of sin. Yet in one of the most stunning and profound 
verses in the book, God rebuked the friends, telling them, “Ye have not spoken of me 
the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath” (Job 42:7). Thus, all of Jobs protests 
and wrestling with God were “right,” and God told the friends, “I agree with Job.” 

Within this verse we find one of the strongest endorsements for honesty, 
vulnerability, and authenticity before God. It was in the process of this wrestling 
that Job’s view of God in His sovereignty and majesty was expanded, resulting in a 
profound growth of his faith. Additionally, God’s endorsement of Job’s questions 
proved that God understood Job’s finiteness, his humanness, and his limited ability 
to understand suffering. In the process, God kept Job even while he struggled, until he 
reached the point where God answered him in His majesty and splendor, an answer 
that brought the freedom and peace of a new and expansive view of God Himself.
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 » What does the Book of Job teach us about what God values in our relationship with Him? 
 »  In what ways can Job’s experience teach us how to grow in authenticity and 

vulnerability before God?

III. JOB SURRENDERED CONTROL THROUGH HUMILITY

A. Job Prayed for His Friends
As noted above, Job had every reason to move on and build new friendships, 

given the response of Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. Their small thinking about God 
likely did more to wound Job than to help him find answers. Perhaps reflecting the 
depth of God’s wrath against the friends, God did not command them to pray for 
themselves, but rather stated they should ask Job to pray for them, and only then 
would God not deal with them as they deserved. However, looking closer, we can 
also see embedded within this request a call to reconciliation: between God and Job, 
between God and the three friends, and perhaps even more importantly, between 
Job and his three friends. The layers of anger and resentment were likely many, and 
God knew that His work could not be completed in Job, nor in his friends, without 
the restoration of these relationships. God knew the best way for this restoration to 
occur was through grace-filled prayer on the part of Job and grace-filled receipt of 
that prayer on the part of Job’s friends. 

 »  What lessons can we draw from Job about the complex nature of suffering and how it 
affects our relationships? 

B. The Lord Restored to Job What Had Been Lost
Remarkably, Job 42:10 states, “And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when 

he prayed for his friends.” It appears that the condition for the restoration of Job’s 
losses—family, servants, cattle, and possessions—was that he pray for his friends. 
Thus, the result of his prayer was not only the restored relationships and forgiveness 
shared between these four men, but also the restoration of the great losses Job 
incurred throughout his dramatic life experience.

Although Job received blessings from the Lord in the giving of sons and daughters, 
cattle, and possessions, one could conclude that Job still mourned the loss of his first 
sons and daughters. Job 42:11 states that Job’s brothers and sisters gathered in his 
new house and “bemoaned him, and comforted him over all the evil that the Lord 
had brought upon him,” giving him money and other costly possessions in an attempt 
to comfort him. Despite the lingering sorrow, Job persevered, and the final verses of 
the book note that Job lived to see four generations, leading one to conclude that he 
continued in his unwavering faithfulness fostered by his expanded view of God.

 » Why was the restoration of Job’s relationship with his friends so important to God? 
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IV. WE MUST SURRENDER TO HIS CONTROL IN OUR LIVES

A. We Surrender through Repentance
Just as Job turned from his lament and mourning and embraced an expanded and 

faith-filled view of God, so too must we surrender to God as He calls us to know 
Him more deeply. Although the last verses of Job do not explicitly indicate it, Job’s 
repentance was a “lived repentance” in that he likely filtered his responses to all 
of life through the lens of God’s greatness. His encounter with God only proved to 
Job that he could in no way understand God. Although questions likely remained 
unanswered, the strange peace this realization brought anchored Job throughout his 
life. In the same way, we can offer to God our own “lived repentance” as we bring to 
Him our many questions and then live each day, trusting that He is always at work. 

 »  Think about an area of weakness in your life in which you have received healing from 
the Lord. If comfortable, share the ways in which you must daily live a repentant 
lifestyle regarding this particular area of weakness.

B. We Surrender through Humility
C. S. Lewis once wrote, “True humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking 

of yourself less.” Lewis went on to note that humility always acts to honor God first. 
Job responded to God in the humility of silence when he caught a glimpse of God’s 
greatness. This was not to say that his complaints were sinful, but that his outlook 
was recalibrated and brought into proper focus through God’s self-revelation. 

We can learn from this Old Testament patriarch that if we bring to God our suffering and 
honest cries of protest, God will do His multi-layered work, not only meeting our personal 
needs, but working for reconciliation in all the broken places. What is key for us is that we 
maintain the balance of humility that Job finally grasped: God alone is God, and I am finite 
flesh. In so doing we can come to a place of peace even while holding our questions. 

 »  How does the call to walk in humility also reflect the message of the gospel? How 
does walking in humility enable us to be more like Christ?

.         INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Singer/songwriter Mark Harris wrote, “I don’t know the half of what You have for 

me, what You’re holding back that You don’t let me see.” The Book of Job teaches us 
God acts in His wisdom to give and withhold from us, answering our cries of suffering 
through the filter of His grace. More than giving us the things we want or need, however, 
God gives and takes away in order to make us whole. When He grants our requests, we 
rejoice. However, when He withholds the things we desire, or chooses not to answer our 
questions, we can often become frustrated and angry—both very human responses. 

Counter to our current culture, which values instant gratification, the Book of Job 
reminds us peace is often found in an expanded vision of who God is rather than the 
simple granting of our requests.

AD F18 TM.indd   25 5/24/18   7:55 AM



26

        FOCUS VERSE  
Ecclesiastes 1:13

And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done 
under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith.

        LESSON TEXT 
Ecclesiastes 1:13–18

13 And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done 
under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith.

14 I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and 
vexation of spirit.

15 That which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be 
numbered.

16 I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to great estate, and have gotten 
more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart had great 
experience of wisdom and knowledge.

17 And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived that 
this also is vexation of spirit.

18 For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.

I Kings 3:5, 9–13
5 In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I 

shall give thee.
. . . . .

9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern 
between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?

10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.
11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for 

thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; 
but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment;

12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an 
understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any 
arise like unto thee. 

13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour: so 
that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days.

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because God is the only source of true wisdom, we must seek to know Him and keep our hearts 
set upon Him.

Seeking the Source of Wisdom

Lesson 4
September  23, 2018

AD F18 TM.indd   26 5/24/18   7:55 AM



27

        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
Though not particularly young, he was still likely 

a rather inexperienced man. He had lived a life of 
luxury and ease in the palace of his father, King 
David. For the most part, he had been waited on, 
catered to, and cared for. Real life, as experienced 
by the common man, had been a distant, abstract 
idea for him.

But now he was the king. There were 
abundant counselors in the palace. He had 
the law of Moses. And still it was not enough. 
Still he needed something more. He needed 
something more profound than could be found 
in this earthly realm. Solomon needed wisdom, 
so Solomon needed God.

In similar fashion, we are on a journey with 
which we have no experience. We are making 
our one and only passage from temporal life to 
eternity. We have the guidance of the Scriptures. 
We have the influence of His indwelling Spirit. We 
have the blessing of wise counsel from spiritual 
leadership and fellow believers. And still, to 
navigate this path best, we need something more. 
We need wisdom, so we need God. 

        OUTLINE
 I.  GOD IS THE ONLY SOURCE OF TRUE 

WISDOM
A. Life under the Sun Is Vanity of Vanities
B.  Life above the Sun Is Where True 

Wisdom Is Found

 II. SOLOMON SOUGHT FOR WISDOM
A.  Solomon Asked the Lord for an 

Understanding Heart 
B.  Solomon Gave His Heart to Know 

Wisdom

 III.  THE LORD WILL GIVE WISDOM TO 
THOSE WHO ASK

A.  We Must Seek to Know the Lord, the True 
Source of Wisdom

B. We Must Keep Our Hearts Set on Him

         CULTURE CONNECTION
FIRST RESPONDERS

First responders are those who are likely to arrive quickly at the scene of an 
emergency and who act to preserve life and protect property. They include police 
officers, firefighters, and ambulance medics who have been trained in urgent care and 
other critical procedures.

A highway overpass in Fort McMurray, located in northern Alberta, has been renamed 
Responders Way. This is a tribute to the bravery of those police officers and firefighters 
who remained behind to help evacuate 88,000 residents from a devastating wildfire 
that swept through the community in early May 2016. The fire destroyed some 2,400 
homes and buildings and was the costliest disaster in Canadian history. Thankfully 
everyone was evacuated safely without loss of life.

When we think of disasters, who can forget the events of September 11, 2001, when 
nearly three thousand people were killed? In New York City, among those who perished 
were 343 firefighters, 23 police officers, and 37 officers at the Port Authority. Heroic 
efforts by the city’s fire and police departments helped save 25,000 lives.

In these last days, the church needs those who will hear the urgent call of the 
Almighty to be first responders. There is nothing of greater importance than winning 
souls. “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they 
that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever” (Daniel 12:3).
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. GOD IS THE ONLY SOURCE OF TRUE WISDOM
The good thing about searching for wisdom is there are not multiple viable options 

to consider. With only a modicum of observation, we can quite readily discern that 
there is truly only one place to find the wisdom we need for life. God, and God alone, 
is the ultimate source of wisdom.

Yet today human opinions abound and can be accessed for free with nothing more 
than a few mouse clicks on social media. One can easily find someone to express 
nearly any perspective desired. But the challenge is that unless the counsel aligns 
with the Word of God, its source is not heavenly. And what comes from this world 
rarely does align.

But true wisdom is with God. He is the only source from which we can draw the 
needed wisdom to traverse this life well. “For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his 
mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. He layeth up sound wisdom for the 
righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly” (Proverbs 2:6–7).

 » What are some other sources people look to in order to find wisdom?

A. Life under the Sun Is Vanity of Vanities
Because we are surrounded by the world, there is a natural tendency to seek for 

answers and fulfillment in life down here. We are prone to search out the avenues we 
see others pursuing by some misguided assumption that they must know something 
we do not. Solomon was no different.

With the riches of the throne and nearly unlimited manpower at his disposal, the 
newly crowned king sought for purpose in all manner of venues. One need only read 
the chapters of Ecclesiastes to see him recount with painful honesty his pursuits 
along those lines.

He amassed wealth. He built buildings. He enjoyed music and entertainment. 
He pursued laughter. He accumulated education. He set his life toward anything 
and everything his heart thought to desire. And having seen it all, had it all, and 
experienced it all, Solomon could testify to this truth: life under the sun is devoid of 
purpose without God.

Vanity is what Solomon called it. “I have seen all the works that are done under the 
sun; and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit” (Ecclesiastes 1:14). The Hebrew 
word used here for vanity is hebel, which according to the Holman Treasury of Key 
Bible Words means “vapor, breath, or nothingness.” In other words, when Solomon 
considered everything his vast estate could provide him in this world, it was about 
as consequential as a vapor, which dissipates in a moment. It would be senseless to 
think wisdom could be found in such a meaningless thing.

 »  What do you find significant about the word vanity meaning “vapor, breath, or 
nothingness”?
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B. Life above the Sun Is Where True Wisdom Is Found
Having searched out every venue below the sun and having found them all a 

collection of “nothingness,” Solomon came to this obvious conclusion. If true 
wisdom cannot be found under the sun, it must originate above it. True wisdom must 
have as its fount a well that springs from another sphere. We know it exists, and we 
know it does not come from the Earth; therefore, if one would find wisdom, he must 
seek a higher place.

Wisdom is in that higher place, because God abides there. “Is not God in the 
height of heaven?” (Job 22:12). As He is wisdom personified, when we find Him, we 
find wisdom. In fact, it is an error to seek wisdom apart from an active relationship 
with Jesus Christ. Seeking Him is how we find wisdom.

 » What do you consider the greatest challenge in seeking wisdom from an invisible realm?

II. SOLOMON SOUGHT FOR WISDOM
It is interesting how certain individuals in the Bible will forever be associated with 

one character trait, whether physical, emotional, or spiritual. Mention the name 
of Abraham, and faith is the first thought that comes to mind. Samson? Strength. 
Thomas? Doubt. But mention the name Solomon, and nearly everyone who is familiar 
with his life would offer wisdom as his principal characteristic. 

But it should be noted that this did not happen by accident. He was not simply the 
fortunate winner of some spiritual lottery. He is known as “wise old Solomon” for one 
reason above all others: he desired it and sought for it.

Great spiritual development does not just happen. The same is true for Solomon. 
He did not become wise through no effort of his own. Instead, an examination of 
his life in the Scriptures reveals a man who pursued wisdom in one very significant 
moment of conversation with God, and who also did so in countless seemingly 
insignificant moments in daily life.

 »  “Seeking” is generally an unseen act. What are some practical, unseen things you 
can start doing to seek wisdom?

A. Solomon Asked the Lord for an Understanding Heart
Few people have ever had a moment quite like it. Solomon was in Gibeon offering 

one thousand burnt offerings to the Lord. That night God appeared to him in a 
dream and made a startling statement. “In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon 
in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee” (I Kings 3:5). What an 
incredible moment! God had offered Solomon a signed check drawn on Heaven’s 
account. There were no qualifiers. No stipulations. Just the staggering privilege of 
asking God for anything.

As a young man newly ascended to power, how easy it would have been to ask 
for fathomless riches, military might, or a lengthy reign. Instead, it would appear in 
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that moment, Solomon hearkened back to the teachings of his late father, David. 
He recorded these recollections in Proverbs. “For I was my father’s son, tender and 
only beloved in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let 
thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live. Get wisdom, get 
understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. Forsake 
her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. Wisdom is 
the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding” 
(Proverbs 4:3–7).

Drawing on that instruction of his father, Solomon made his request to God at this 
pivotal moment in his life. “Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to 
judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge 
this thy so great a people?” (I Kings 3:9).

Given the open door to ask for anything he might desire, Solomon did, in fact, 
make wisdom “the principal thing” and chose that as his petition of God. God was so 
pleased with this request, He granted it in abundant fashion. “Behold, I have done 
according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so 
that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto 
thee” (I Kings 3:12).

Solomon’s priority should speak to each child of God. Most will never have a 
moment quite like Solomon had in Gibeon, but we will demonstrate how much we 
desire wisdom by how earnestly we seek it in any high and holy moments that occur.

 »  What life lessons have you drawn on in a moment of decision? What are some key life 
lessons you would like to pass on to others to help them in such seasons?

B. Solomon Gave His Heart to Know Wisdom
Solomon’s pursuit of wisdom was not limited to moments like Gibeon. Certainly 

that was a miraculous occurrence when God answered Solomon’s prayer and put an 
understanding heart within him. But after that moment was completed, Solomon did 
something significant with that heart God had given him. He gave it to know wisdom. 
(See Ecclesiastes 1:17.)

Solomon recognized a valuable, eternal truth: the nature of a man’s heart, and thus 
his life, will be shaped over time by that toward which he sets it. If a man sets his heart 
toward temporal things, it will become governed by temporal values. If a man sets his 
heart toward pleasure, it will become controlled by emotions. But if he chooses (and 
it is a choice) to set his heart toward wisdom, then it will be ruled by godly principles.

Solomon’s heart had been changed in Gibeon, but that change was maintained by 
how Solomon chose to live his life thereafter. Perhaps he found himself often singing 
these words from the Old Testament “hymnal”: “My mouth shall speak of wisdom; 
and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding” (Psalm 49:3). So wisdom 
is both the gift of God and the product of a heart growing in relationship with God.
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One can see this twofold depiction in Solomon’s own words in Proverbs 2. He did 
not discount that wisdom comes from God. “For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his 
mouth cometh knowledge and understanding” (Proverbs 2:6). But Solomon also 
made plain that wisdom must be sought for by a man who would have it. “So that thou 
incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding” (Proverbs 2:2). 
Solomon demonstrated this application of the heart that God had changed.

There is no denying that we could pursue wisdom all our lives and never find it 
by human effort alone. But neither can one deny God’s gift of wisdom if accessed 
regularly by the active seeking of it in the life of a believer.

 » Why do you think it is easier to ask God for wisdom than to apply one’s heart after wisdom?

III. THE LORD WILL GIVE WISDOM TO THOSE WHO ASK
Not all prayers are answered just as they are asked. Every child of God knows what 

it is to present heartfelt requests to God only to learn over time that the request was 
outside God’s will. But there are those matters about which we can pray knowing we 
are in harmony with His will. We can pray for laborers in the harvest, for He instructed 
us to do so. (See Luke 10:2.) We can pray for the lost to be saved, as it is His will that 
all would repent. (See II Peter 3:9.)

In similar fashion, we can pray for wisdom with a quiet assurance that it is His will 
to grant that petition. “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” (James 1:5). This verse 
not only clearly defines the source to which we should go, but it assures us God will 
answer this prayer. He will grant the blessing of wisdom to those who go to Him for it.

 »  Think of a time when you asked God for wisdom, and it came. Share that testimony 
with someone.

A. We Must Seek to Know the Lord, the True Source of Wisdom
Seeking wisdom is not some separate quest. It is part and parcel of seeking the 

Lord, since, as has already been established, He is the source of wisdom. Wisdom 
has been defined as the ability to see life from God’s point of view. As we get closer 
to Him, it is only natural that we would gain that divine perspective, which is largely 
the essence of wisdom.

Any desire to know wisdom apart from knowing the Lord is misguided. It smacks 
of humanism at best, and idolatry at worst. Wisdom is not an end unto itself; it is the 
logical product in those who actively and consistently seek the Lord. God calls to us 
to do so; our response must be immediate. “When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my 
heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek” (Psalm 27:8).

What do you think of the definition of wisdom as the ability to see life from God’s 
point of view? What areas of your life would be improved from such a perspective?
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B. We Must Keep Our Hearts Set on Him
To engage with wisdom fully, we must view the pursuit to know Christ as an ongoing 

effort. We must purpose to keep our hearts set on Christ on a daily basis. This is a 
conscious act of the will.

People will often say, “Follow your heart.” This is terrible advice, as the Bible has 
described to us just how untrustworthy our hearts can be. “The heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). The 
heart is not to be followed; the heart is to be controlled. It is to be managed. It is to 
be set on God and thus growing in His wisdom.

When we do so, there is an immediate response from Heaven. When Daniel found 
himself in need of wisdom from Heaven, he began to seek the Lord. For twenty-one 
days he earnestly sought God for understanding. Though the powers of darkness 
fought against it, the answer finally came. When it did, note what the angel told 
Daniel: “Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst 
set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were 
heard, and I am come for thy words” (Daniel 10:12). God noted Daniel’s passion 
after Him from the first day it was demonstrated, and He heard Daniel’s cry. The 
demonstrated desires of Daniel’s heart produced an answer. If a child of God would 
know wisdom, his heart must be consistently pointed passionately toward God.

 » What are some keys to keeping one’s heart pointed in the right direction? 

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Wisdom is practical. It allows us to make good choices. It addresses real situations 

in life. G. K. Chesterton and several other literary figures were asked one evening 
what book they would prefer to have with them if stranded on a desert isle. One 
writer said without hesitation, “The Complete Works of Shakespeare.” Another said, 
“I’d choose the Bible.” They turned to Chesterton. “How about you?” Chesterton 
replied, “I would choose Thomas’s Guide to Practical Ship Building.”

The humor of that account aside, the simple fact is that the Bible and the wisdom of 
God contained therein and lived out in a life committed to Christ are all that is needed 
for true success here and in the world to come. And another fact is that, without wisdom, 
no amount of human ingenuity or creative thinking is sufficient. We must have wisdom.

To access godly wisdom, we must actively and purposefully seek the source of 
wisdom, namely God Himself. In divinely ordered, miraculous moments of prayer 
or at an altar at the close of a dynamic service, ask for wisdom. God may not grace 
you in the same fashion He did Solomon, but He most assuredly will give you your 
request as James promised.

Wisdom is not some prize that is given to the lucky man or woman whose number is 
drawn from a mythical hat. Wisdom is the answer to prayers prayed and lives lived with 
the same focus as Solomon. “Wisdom is the principal thing. I’m going to get wisdom.” 
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Ecclesiastes 3:1

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.

           LESSON TEXT 
Ecclesiastes 3:1–8; 11

1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:
2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is 

planted;
3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;
4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
5 A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and 

a time to refrain from embracing;
6 A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.

. . . . .
11 He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, 

so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end.

II Samuel 11:1–4
1 And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, 

that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children 
of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem.

2 And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon 
the roof of the king’s house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the 
woman was very beautiful to look upon.

3 And David sent and inquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bath-sheba, the 
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?

4 And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; 
for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house.

FOCUS THOUGHT
We must trust that God has a divine purpose for every season of our lives.

The Purpose and Value  
of Seasons

Lesson 5
September 30, 2018
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
That life has seasons is not merely an 

observable fact, but it is a scriptural truth. 
Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, rightly 
noted that seasons exist in a life, and they are 
not always defined by age. Within the same 
year, you can experience a season of laughter 
and then a season of mourning, a time of losing 
followed by a time of getting, and a period of 
war preceding a period of peace. In fact, these 
can all occur in a much shorter window than a 
year. And they can recur again and again.

But to what end? Why did God design life 
this way? What is the purpose of seasons? How 
do they benefit us? How should we respond to 
them? The Scriptures provide the answers to 
such questions. 

        OUTLINE
 I.  ALL OF LIFE EXPERIENCES THE 

CHANGING OF THE SEASONS
A.  Creation Sees the Changing of the 

Seasons
B.  People Experience the Changing of the 

Seasons

 II.  IT IS WISE TO RECOGNIZE THE VALUE 
OF SEASONS

A.  David Refused to Go to War in the 
Season When Kings Went to War

B. His Refusal Led to Sin

 III.  GOD SETS THE TIMES AND SEASONS 
FOR EVERY PURPOSE

A.  God Set the Times and the Seasons in 
Motion

B.  He Uses Both to Accomplish His Perfect 
Will in Our Lives

         CULTURE CONNECTION
SURPRISED BY THE SEASON

There is variety and complexity in life and its seasons because God is unfathomably 
complex. Therefore the complexities of life reflect, albeit dimly, the complexities of our 
Creator. Consider the words Jesus spoke to His mother while attending the wedding 
in Cana: “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet 
come” (John 2:4, NKJV). Jesus indicated here that it was not yet time for His season of 
ministry to commence. However, we know the rest of the story. Because of His mother’s 
request, He began His work then and there.  

In that moment, perhaps the humanity of Christ began wresting with the will of God. 
Or maybe the wind of the Spirit blew before Jesus was ready. Not many days after this 
event, Jesus spoke about the wind of the Spirit during His secret nighttime meeting 
with Nicodemus. Jesus said, “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound 
of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born 
of the Spirit” (John 3:8, NKJV). The ministry of Jesus had a definite beginning, but if we 
take seriously the words of Jesus here, then we know that beginning came before He 
anticipated it would. Sometimes seasons surprise us. Sometimes moments catch us 
off guard. However, when we are surprised, we must recognize that God has a purpose 
in every season.
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. ALL OF LIFE EXPERIENCES THE CHANGING OF THE SEASONS
Seasons are part and parcel of the creative order. They exist in the stages of the 

growth of living things. They exist in the geological record of our planet. They exist in 
the development of human relationships. They exist in a man’s spiritual existence. This 
is how God designed His creation.

A. Creation Sees the Changing of the Seasons
The seasons through which our planet progresses in the course of a year are the 

result of the fact that the axis around which the Earth rotates lies at approximately 
a twenty-three-degree angle to the sun. This planetary tilt causes the northern and 
southern hemispheres of the Earth to alternately lean toward and then away from the 
sun during our yearly revolution through space. This changing angle to the sun’s rays 
causes summer for that portion of the Earth tilted toward the sun and winter for that 
portion leaning away. This angle of the planet was first recorded by a man in China 
named Chou Li in approximately 1100 BC, but it was designed by God Himself.

Perhaps the most notable element of the change of seasons is the temperature 
difference from winter to summer. While some locations experience less of a swing 
than others, virtually every location on Earth will witness increased heat in summer 
followed by cooler temperatures in winter. According to the Guinness Book of World 
Records, Verkhoyansk, a city in Eastern Russia, boasts the widest temperature 
range in one year, from -90°F in the winter to 98° that summer. These temperature 
variations, whether mild or severe, greatly influence the weather patterns.

Due to these meteorological seasons, there are corresponding behavior seasons. 
God’s Word explains that there is a season to plant and a season to harvest. These two 
simply cannot be exchanged. No one plants a vegetable garden in the fall as the hours of 
daylight are shortening and the temperatures are declining. There would be no hope of 
the tender plants sprouting, maturing, and bearing fruit though the harsh winter months.

 »  What is your least favorite season of the natural year? Why? What spiritual 
application can you draw from that fact?

 »  Why do you believe most enjoy harvesting more than planting when both are equally 
necessary to put crops in the barn?

B. People Experience the Changing of the Seasons
The same principles observed in creation are true in the lives of God’s highest 

creation, humanity. Every life passes through seasons, and those seasons can be 
as diverse as summer is from winter. Seasons come and they go, generally with our 
having very little to no control over them. They impact us greatly and will be ignored 
or disregarded to our own hurt. Seasons are a part of life.

The most self-evident demonstration of seasons can be seen in the aging process. 
We divide life into periods and even name them. Childhood, adolescence, young 
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adulthood, child rearing, empty nest, and retirement are just some of the labels we 
place on certain seasons of life. Each of these periods brings its own challenges 
and often discontent. The young wish to be older. The old often long for their youth. 
But these seasons are of God’s design and help us have perspective in life. As 
the psalmist wrote, “I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the 
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread” (Psalm 37:25).

 »  What do you consider to be the most challenging aspect of aging? What is the most 
beneficial aspect of aging?

The sum of a man’s days will encompass a wide variety of emotional climates. There 
will be days in an individual’s life when circumstances all seem positive; good health, 
material prosperity, and harmonious relationships are in abundance. In such seasons, 
laughter is the good and proper response. We are expected to rejoice in such times.

But these are not the only paths we will trod. Just as surely as good days are a part 
of life, so too are days of adversity. And these differing seasons do not automatically 
denote God’s disapproval or judgment. The Bible clearly says the righteous endure 
many afflictions. (See Psalm 34:19.)

The important point to remember is all such seasons are temporary. Laughter 
today does not mean a guarantee of no weeping tomorrow, and present tears do not 
eliminate future laughter. Both are simply seasons. “For his anger endureth but a 
moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning” (Psalm 30:5).

 »  Reflect on a season of weeping through which you passed. How did you ultimately 
grow through that process?

Ecclesiastes even notes that there will be days of spiritual conflict, but that is not 
every day. Though we will certainly face times of battle in our walk with God, the Lord’s 
wisdom dictates that He will lead us in seasons of peace as well. If every moment of 
every day were consumed with intense spiritual warfare, we could not live nor work for 
God. Neither physically nor emotionally could we endure it, and we could not be our 
most effective for Him in that condition. Accordingly, though we will most assuredly 
engage in war in prayer and against principalities and powers, God will also lead us 
beside still waters to restore our souls. Both war and peace are seasons.

 »  What would you deem to be the ratio of days of war in your spiritual life compared 
with days of peace? Do you believe that number is normal for an Apostolic? If not, 
what in your life might be skewing the numbers?

II. IT IS WISE TO RECOGNIZE THE VALUE OF SEASONS
Seasons have value, even if we struggle to see it as we are living through them. 

God’s purposes are so much higher than ours; He is accomplishing things in us, for 
us, and through us that we cannot always see at the time. Unfortunately, because 
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of that challenge of limited perspective, there are those who resent and resist the 
changing of seasons. It is common to see someone who utilizes surgery, cosmetics, 
injections, and other methods to try to fight the changing seasons of aging. Such 
efforts are foolish and fruitless at best, and rebellious and insulting to God at worst. 
God’s children would be much better served to understand the value of seasons 
than to fret and fume over a few (or even many) gray hairs.

A. David Refused to Go to War in the Season When Kings Went to War
It seems a strange custom to us today, but the Bible makes it very clear that certain 

times of the year were more advantageous and appropriate for cities or nations 
to enter into conflict than at other times. During the reign of King David, the Bible 
makes this statement: “And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time 
when kings go forth to battle . . .” (II Samuel 11:1).

Such a season was required largely because of the agricultural nature of their 
society. One could hardly remove all the able-bodied men from a city or nation during 
the time when crops should be planted and expect the citizens to have food to eat later 
that year. Neither could they be drafted away for conflict during the weeks of harvest 
and allow the food to rot in the fields. Such times were not viable options for military 
conflict. So though it may be foreign to our thinking, there were specific windows of 
time when kings were likely to have military engagements with their enemies.

When this season came around for David in this particular year, he resisted it. David 
was a man of war. So much blood was on his hands that years later when he desired 
to build the Temple, God forbade him from doing so due to his militarily violent past. 
(See I Chronicles 22:8.) But on this particular year when the kings should have been 
leading their forces into battle, David decided against it. “David sent Joab, and his 
servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon, and 
besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem” (II Samuel 11:1).

 »  What do you believe led David to this fateful decision not to fight that particular year? 
What has pressed you to step away from a needed battle at times?

B. His Refusal Led to Sin
It was during this season when David was at home rather than responding to the 

season of war that was at hand that he encountered and fell to the temptation of 
Bathsheba, his neighbor. There are numerous lessons that may be gleaned from this 
account about how to avoid falling into temptation, but the most basic and the one 
that is clearly stated in the text itself is that David never should have been there had 
he yielded to the season at hand. Instead, other seasons were thrust upon him.

 »  David’s refusal to fight was not sin, but it led to sin. What decisions in your life can 
you look back on that may not have been sinful, but they led you toward sin?
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After being confronted with his sin by Nathan the prophet, David was informed that 
a portion of his punishment was that the child would die. He was going to enter a 
season of losing, and all David’s best efforts could not avoid it. He lay on his face and 
fasted and prayed for seven days, and still the child died. Sinful choices generally set 
in motion terrible consequences that most often cannot be avoided. They constitute 
a season of our own making through which we must pass.

Even after the child born of David’s adulterous relationship had died, David still 
had to deal with the sin issue in his heart. Accordingly, David was compelled to enter 
a season of repentance. The coming days, and possibly even weeks, were not filled 
with David’s voice being raised in celebration or praise. Instead they were marked by 
his intense cries for God’s mercy and healing.

“Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the 
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from 
mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: 
and my sin is ever before me” (Psalm 51:1–3). David remained on the throne, and 
the judgment of God did not include his own death. But this was only because David 
willingly walked through a required season of repentance.

 » As you examine your life, what might God be leading you to lose and repent over?

III. GOD SETS THE TIMES AND SEASONS FOR EVERY PURPOSE
It should be noted that seasons are under God’s control. In the natural world, they 

come and go at His command. He made this promise to Noah after the great flood 
was over: “While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, 
and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease” (Genesis 8:22). In like 
fashion experience has taught us the truth that, by God’s counsel, time and seasons 
come and go in our lives to fulfill the purpose of God in our lives.

A. God Set the Times and the Seasons in Motion
As God works to develop us spiritually, He introduces circumstances into our lives 

that will lead us through seasons that we could not anticipate. He gave Joseph two 
dreams. At the time, Joseph enjoyed having such a divine encounter. In fact, his 
pride may have caused him to enjoy the dreams a little too much. He could never 
have imagined that those two dreams would lead to being sold into slavery, being 
accused of rape, being forgotten in an Egyptian prison, and being ultimately seated 
at the right hand of Pharaoh.

But those two dreams set in motion more than that. They produced seasons of 
prosperity and seasons of brokenness. They propelled Joseph through seasons of 
servitude and seasons of leadership. They drove him though seasons of loneliness 
and seasons of restoration. Each season was the result of what God had set in motion.

 »  Meditate on what element of your life might be the beginning of something bigger 
that God is doing, though you can’t see it all right now.
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B. He Uses Both to Accomplish His Perfect Will in Our Lives
Generally when God sets seasons in motion, we cannot grasp or understand 

the purpose at the time. What we can trust is there is indeed a purpose and God 
is working it out according to His plan. We love this verse so much that some have 
probably overused it, but the truth remains: “And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his 
purpose” (Romans 8:28).

Just as surely as the changing of the natural seasons allows the ground to recharge 
and the fruit trees to rest during winter dormancy to be fruitful during the coming 
harvest, so God uses seasons in our lives to increase our effectiveness for Him. If we 
accept seasons and grow through them, they will work for our good, and in time their 
value will be demonstrated in our fruitfulness. “And he shall be like a tree planted by 
the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not 
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” (Psalm 1:3).

 »  Doing God’s will is our ultimate goal. What element of God’s will is He currently speaking 
to you about fulfilling? How does the current season of your life aid in that quest?

.         INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Seasons will come and go in each of our lives. That is a given. We can no more stop 

them than we can forestall the arrival of winter simply because we do not like the cold 
or prevent summer’s advent because we despise the heat. They will come nonetheless.

What we can do is purpose to accept and grow through the seasons. Some become 
frustrated or impatient when in a season they dislike. They murmur and complain 
while looking at those in a different season. But the wise child of God will decide that 
God’s timing is perfect, and His will is paramount. He will submit to God’s purpose, 
even when it seems veiled at the time.

Andrew Murray summed this up beautifully as follows: “First, He brought me here, 
it is by His will I am in this strait place: in that fact I will rest. Next, He will keep me 
here in His love, and give me grace to behave as His child. Then, He will make the 
trial a blessing, teaching me the lessons He intends me to learn, and working in me 
the grace He means to bestow. Last, In His good time He can bring me out again—
how and when He knows. Let me say I am here, (1) By God’s appointment, (2) In 
His keeping, (3) Under His training, (4) For His time” (Amy Carmichael, Though the 
Mountains Shake, page 12).

Our responsibility is to keep that perspective as we enter a new season, as we live 
in it, and as we come out of it. We must remind ourselves: God placed me here. God 
is at work in my life. When He has accomplished His purpose, He will bring me out 
of this again. 
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        FOCUS VERSE  
Ecclesiastes 3:17

I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there for 
every purpose and for every work.

        LESSON TEXT 
Ecclesiastes 3:16–17

16 And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment, that wickedness was there; and 
the place of righteousness, that iniquity was there.

17 I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time 
there for every purpose and for every work.

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because God will judge both the wicked and the righteous, we must exercise wisdom in making 
the right choices.

Making the Right Choice

Lesson 6
October 7, 2018
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
I am a judge. That thought was nearly 

overwhelming to him as he stood before the 
mirror in his chambers and adjusted his robe. 
Oh, if the other court participants could only 
feel how his stomach churned. If they could 
only know his heart rate. He is expected to make 
judgments that are both legal and balanced. He 
is expected to exercise discretion and prudence 
in following the law and seeking for justice.

But in the eternal courtroom, matters far 
more significant than those determined in any 
earthly court are weighed. The souls of men are 
judged. Decisions of life and death are extended 
to encompass matters of Heaven and Hell. The 
Judge in this courtroom is not robed in black, 
but in white denoting His righteousness. The 
honorable Jesus Christ sits atop this court, and He 
knows who and what He is . . . the sovereign God.

His judgments are “true and righteous 
altogether” (Psalm 19:9). He has never known 
a moment of unrighteous bias. (See Acts 10:34.) 
Everything He does is guided by perfect wisdom. 
(See Psalm 104:24.) 

        OUTLINE
 I. GOD IS A RIGHTEOUS JUDGE

A. He Determines What Is Wrong
B. He Determines What Is Right

 II.  GOD CAN GIVE US THE ABILITY TO 
MAKE WISE JUDGMENTS

A. Solomon Judged Wisely
B. We Must Choose What Is Righteous

 III.  THE TIME WILL COME WHEN 
EVERYONE WILL FACE A FINAL 
JUDGMENT

A. He Will Judge the Wicked
B. He Will Judge the Righteous

         CULTURE CONNECTION
GOD’S GUIDANCE SYSTEM

“Last spring, a 23-year-old woman was driving her car through the Ontario town of 
Tobermory. It was unfamiliar territory for her, so she was dutifully following her GPS. 
Indeed, she was so intent on following the device that she didn’t notice that her car 
was headed straight for Georgian Bay—so she drove down a boat launch and straight 
into the frigid water. She thankfully managed to climb out and swim to shore, as her 
bright red Yaris sank beneath the waves.

“In Manhattan, one man followed his GPS into a park, where his car got stuck on a 
staircase. And in Europe, a 67-year-old Belgian woman was led remarkably astray by 
her GPS, turning what was supposed to be a 90-minute drive to Brussels into a day-
long voyage into Germany and beyond” (Smithsonian, July/August 2017, “The Whole 
World in Your Hands,” Clive Thompson).

Perhaps we can sympathize with people who were led astray by a GPS that was 
less than accurate. All of us have received wrong directions from the guidance system 
called sin. When we follow its guidance, we always end up in the wrong places doing 
the wrong things. Sadly, many people become lost for eternity and are never able 
to recover themselves to travel the right road. Thankfully, God has given us two very 
reliable guidance systems, His Word and His Spirit (Romans 8:14).
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. GOD IS A RIGHTEOUS JUDGE
Among God’s many immutable characteristics is His righteousness. It is not merely 

that all His deeds are righteous or that all His words are righteous. He is in His very 
essence righteous. There is no uncleanness or corruption in Him at all.

This perfect moral compass affords Him the foundation to serve as the eternal 
Judge and to do so flawlessly. “And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he 
shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness” (Psalm 9:8). In that God 
allows His judgment to flow from His character, every decision He has ever made is 
righteous. Abraham rightly declared of Him, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?” (Genesis 18:25).

 » What do you consider the best “evidence” of God’s righteousness?
 » What do you consider the best consequences of God’s righteousness?

A. He Determines What Is Wrong
Our world is awash in moral pluralism. We are daily assaulted with the idea that all 

opinions are equally valid and each person’s definition of morality is as legitimate as 
any other’s. “No one,” so they say, “has the right to declare what is wrong for someone 
else.” The stated position of our age is there is no unwavering standard of what is wrong.

Though such a mind-set purportedly offers “freedom” from guilt, in reality it 
provides no such thing. Guilt is not a feeling; it is a fact. One can be guilty regardless 
of how he feels about his actions. So in order to accurately determine one’s state, 
there absolutely must be a fixed point of moral reference, an unchanging standard of 
what is wrong. God, the righteous Judge, determines that alone.

While many would attempt to complicate the matter, the truth is anything that 
violates His moral code is wrong (I John 5:17). Any action or attitude contrary to 
His nature is by its very definition wrong. And all such unrighteousness is morally 
offensive to Him (Deuteronomy 25:16).

 » How should an Apostolic Christian respond to the moral pluralism of our day?
 » What does the word tolerant mean to an Apostolic Christian?

B. He Determines What Is Right
Just as God’s nature delineates what is wrong, so too does He determine what is 

right. By drawing a moral boundary that separates the unholy from the holy, God 
effectively defines both. Those who resist God’s right to provide such definition miss 
the fact that if there is no right, there is no wrong whatsoever. Nothing, no matter how 
reprehensible, can rationally be declared off limits if there is not a standard of what 
is right. Abuse of a child? How can one say this is morally wrong unless he accepts 
that some benchmark exists? Unless there is an eternal yardstick against which to 
measure it, how can one say that murder, rape, or any other action is wicked? Having 
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cast away the touchstone of God’s righteousness, we live in a world that offers more 
compassion for a fish caught from a lake than a baby ripped from the womb.

But God provides the definition of what is right, and it is found in His Word. (See 
Psalm 19:7–11.) In God’s laws and statutes, there are both a non-arbitrary definition 
of what is right and the promise of a blessed life when we live by it. In our earthly 
judicial system, ignorance of the law is no excuse for breaking it. A natural defendant 
cannot simply claim that he did not know his actions were illegal and thereby escape 
punishment. Similarly, a man will stand before God without excuse because God’s 
Word has already established the criteria by which he will be judged. “He hath 
shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” (Micah 6:8). There 
can be no debate about what is good. That has already been established. God has 
already made that judgment.

 »  Among the requirements listed in Micah 6:8, which do you find the most challenging? 
Why?

II. GOD CAN GIVE US THE ABILITY TO MAKE WISE JUDGMENTS
God will judge us all one day, but until that time we are given the right and 

responsibility to judge ourselves. “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; 
prove your own selves” (II Corinthians 13:5). We face a myriad of daily decisions 
regarding our spiritual walk that demand right judgment. We are not on our own, 
however, as God’s Spirit in us will guide us in this process. He will lead us in “paths 
of righteousness” (Psalm 23:3).

Left to our own discretion, we would never make wise judgments. “All the ways of 
a man are clean in his own eyes; but the Lord weigheth the spirits” (Proverbs 16:2). 
Our inability to evaluate rightly our ways demands that we yield to the voice of God 
in our lives. He will assist us in making wise judgments.

 » How does God’s Spirit help us in making right judgments?

A. Solomon Judged Wisely
King Solomon had been given a wise heart, which surpassed any who lived before 

him or any who came after him. It was a divine gift from God, and it enabled him to 
make wise judgments so long as he followed this divine wisdom.

I Kings 3 records the account of this wisdom in action. Two harlots who shared 
a house came to King Solomon with a dispute. They had each given birth to a son 
within three days of one another. During the night one of the women rolled over 
on her son and killed him. When she awoke and realized what had happened, she 
devised an insidious plot. She took her dead child and laid him in her roommate’s 
bed, and she took her roommate’s living child and brought him back to bed with her. 
In the morning the second woman awoke and was devastated to think she had killed 
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her child. As she lovingly poured over him, though, she realized he was not her son. 
Her son was still living! So each woman claimed the living child was her own and the 
dead child belonged to her roommate.

How would Solomon decide such a matter? The two women’s stories were 
identical, but opposite. Rather than attempt to discern which mother the child more 
resembled, Solomon called for a sword and commanded the living child be divided 
in two and one half be given to each of the women. The true mother immediately pled 
for this not to be done and for the whole child to be given to the other woman. From 
that visceral reaction, Solomon immediately discerned her true identity. Solomon’s 
tactic was so brilliant that word spread throughout the land (I Kings 3:28).

B. We Must Choose What Is Righteous
To a significant degree, living for God is a series of choices. Initially we choose to 

surrender our lives to Him, but that is hardly the last time we will do so. Each day we 
are faced with a multitude of choices, each having lasting consequences.

We face choices about our activities, our words, our thoughts, and our lifestyle. In 
each of these moments, our choices must be directed by something higher than what we 
personally desire. We must be steered by the answer to the question: “What is righteous?”

Our human perspective tends to be limited to the immediate. What feels good 
right now? What is appealing presently? But God’s Word provides insight into both 
the short-term and long-term ramifications of choices we face. “Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105). His Word shows both where 
we are presently (our feet) and where we are heading (our path). This enables us to 
exercise judgment righteously.

In Proverbs 2 Solomon told his son to follow his commandments and seek after 
wisdom and understanding. There are numerous benefits listed, but among those is 
this jewel: “Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; 
yea, every good path” (Proverbs 2:9). There is an obvious connection here between 
righteousness and judgment, and that connection leads us down good paths.

The choice is ours to make. No one can choose for us. We will either follow God’s 
ways and allow His Word to guide our paths toward a good destination, or we will 
choose to follow our own flawed hearts and fleshly desires and thus be directed 
down destructive paths. For his soul’s sake, a man must choose what is righteous.

 » What are some biblical criteria by which we should judge our paths?

III. THE TIME WILL COME WHEN EVERYONE WILL FACE A FINAL JUDGMENT
It is often said in jest that only two things are certain: death and taxes. Though there 

may be an element of humor in this statement, it is not accurate. There are clearly 
more things than just two that are certain, but there are indeed two specifically that 
are biblically sure. “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).
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God certainly judges the hearts of men currently, and He metes out temporal 
consequences for our actions in this realm. As serious as that is, it pales in comparison 
to the sobering fact that one day after our death, each of us will stand before God 
for eternal judgment. Solomon addressed this in his writings when he said, “I said 
in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there 
for every purpose and for every work” (Ecclesiastes 3:17). At the appointed time, God 
will judge “the secrets of men by Jesus Christ” (Romans 2:16).

 » How should the awareness of a final judgment affect our lives today?

A. He Will Judge the Wicked
The Book of Revelation describes the fearful moment when every sinful man will 

stand before God to receive his sentence for having rejected the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. “And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the 
earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the 
dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another 
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave 
up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were 
in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and 
hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:11–15).

We can only imagine the terror that will be present on that day when all knees bow 
and all tongues confess that Jesus is Lord, but do so too late for any eternal safety. 
Every unrighteous man and woman will stand before God and will be judged out 
of “the books.” When their names are not found in the Book of Life, they are then 
judged based on the contrast between the record of their deeds and the Word of God. 
In that no one can fulfill the requirements of God’s law according to Romans 3:20, 
it is incumbent on us to respond to God’s grace now by obeying the gospel in being 
born again of water and spirit so our names are found in the Book of Life.

 »  Meditate for a moment on the fear with which sinful men will kneel before God on 
that day. How should the fear of the Lord shape our current devotion to Christ?

B. He Will Judge the Righteous
Those who are saved will also stand before God in judgment one day. Paul wrote, 

“for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ . . . So then every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God” (Romans 14:10, 12). This is not for a declaration 
of our saved state, as the New Testament church will have been raptured before this 
time. Instead this is when we will give an account of our service to Christ.

Paul described this process to the church in Corinth. “Now if any man build upon this 
foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man’s work shall be 
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made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the 
fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he hath 
built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall 
suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire” (I Corinthians 3:12–15).

On that day each of us will give account for how we were stewards of our time, our 
talents, and our treasure. We will be judged for our investment in God’s kingdom and 
how we conducted our lives as members of His body. We will be judged for what we 
judged to be vital and what we deemed valueless.

 »  Stewardship of our service for Christ is an important topic. What areas of your life 
would you currently be afraid to have examined by the Lord? What practical steps can 
you enact to address these inadequacies?

.         INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
When addressing Job, Bildad the Shuhite posed this rhetorical question, “Doth 

God pervert judgment? or doth the Almighty pervert justice?” (Job 8:3). Several 
chapters later, Elihu answers that inquiry. “Yea, surely God will not do wickedly, 
neither will the Almighty pervert judgment” (Job 34:12). We can rest assured that 
God’s perfect righteousness is reflected in His flawless judgement.

This is a comfort to us knowing He will never falsely lay anything to our charge, 
but it is also a challenge to us knowing He will indeed properly and justly judge 
us. As inherently sinful individuals, we should rejoice greatly that Christ died a 
substitutionary death to remove sin’s penalty from our lives. When He judges us, we 
can know that judgment already fell on Him at Calvary and we have been made free 
from the effects of our sin. “And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (I John 2:2).

But God’s righteous judgment in the life to come should motivate us to judge 
wisely in this life. Every choice the believer faces must be confronted with the 
clear understanding that our judgment of the matter will affect our spiritual walk. 
Choices about words, activities, lifestyle, and devotion all have ramifications both 
for our life here and for our eternal soul. We must actively seek to emulate the Lord 
in exercising righteous judgment in our lives, and we can know with certainty that 
God’s Spirit in us will help us do so. In every worship experience, we ought to give 
careful consideration, even to a judicial level, of our spiritual standing and conduct. 
Judgment does indeed begin at the house of God. (See I Peter 4:17.) When it does so 
well, it can change our standing before the righteous Judge one day. 
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Ecclesiastes 5:19

Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat 
thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God.

           LESSON TEXT 
Ecclesiastes 5:18–20

18 Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to 
enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God 
giveth him: for it is his portion. 

19 Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to 
eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God. 

20 For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God answereth him in the 
joy of his heart.

FOCUS THOUGHT
It is good for us to enjoy God’s blessings.

The Blessings of God

Lesson 7
October 14, 2018
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
This lesson can be a minefield. As we look 

for the blessings of God, we must step around 
and beside personal opinions and misguided 
suggestions from some television and radio 
evangelists about the blessings of God. Some 
well-intentioned viewers have emptied their 
bank accounts to give all they own, seeking 
blessings, only to be bankrupted. Many who 
walk this minefield have been hurt by the 
exploding shrapnel of greed and vow never to 
be hurt again. The word blessings is a cue for 
them to exit through the back door, never to 
come back again through the front door. But it 
is not God’s will for a few to hijack the beauty of 
God’s blessings for all. 

        OUTLINE
I. GOD CREATED THAT WHICH WAS GOOD

A. Good Things Are Gifts from God 
B. God Enjoys His Creation

II.  GOD BLESSED SOLOMON WITH GOOD 
THINGS

A.  Spiritual Wisdom and Financial 
Blessings

B. The Queen of Sheba

III.  GOD BLESSES US WITH GOOD THINGS
A. It Is Not Sinful to Enjoy God’s Blessings
B.  He Gave Them to Us for Our Pleasure 

and Enjoyment

IV.  WE SHOULD BLESS GOD IN RESPONSE 
TO THE BLESSINGS HE GIVES TO US

A. Blessing Others
B. In Worship

         CULTURE CONNECTION
DESPERATE TIMES

These are desperate times. The flight of refugees from their war-torn homelands 
have caught the fascination of the world. Over 5,000 refugees, sometimes traveling on 
overcrowded rubber dinghies, perished in the Mediterranean Sea during the year 2016. 
Reports reveal that children have been brutally killed as religious and ethnic minorities 
have been massacred by the jihadist militant group known as ISIS. However, the violence 
is not confined to remote locations in the world. According to one 2017 statistic, in the 
city of Chicago, Illinois, a person is shot every two hours and twenty-eight minutes.

Yes, these are desperate days, but in the midst of the darkness in our world, we can 
have peace that passes understanding. As Christians, we have so much for which to 
thank God. There are so many blessings that come our way. These blessings come so 
easily that we may not even recognize them, much less thank the Lord for them. Every 
day God wants to commune with us and encourage us to fellowship with Him in prayer 
and in the reading of His Word. The Lord loves to abundantly bless His people, loves 
to provide for their needs, loves to show His strength in their times of weakness, and 
loves to forgive and restore them when they fail.

We trust God in these desperate times. Psalm 121:7 states, “The Lord shall preserve 
thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul.”
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. GOD CREATED THAT WHICH WAS GOOD
We need only to open the front flap of our Bibles, thumb past the table of contents, 

turn to the first chapter of the first book of the Bible, and we will see good and perfect 
gifts God gives. There are seven verses in Genesis 1 where God steps back, takes a 
look at His work, and sees that it is good. He created light and dark, dry land and sea, 
fruit trees and plants, sun and moon, fowl that fly and fish that swim, small animals 
that scurry and beefy animals that roam. Then God reached into the dirt, molded 
man, and then smiled as wide as the Milky Way and beheld, “it was very good.” (See 
Genesis 1:3–4, 10, 12, 16–18, 21, 25, 27–31.)

A. Good Things Are Gifts from God
Those seven passages in Genesis 1 agree with the one passage in James 1 that 

every good and perfect gift comes from God. (See James 1:17.) They lift their verses 
in a duet to teach us God gives us good gifts. If you take inventory of your life and 
find any good gifts, you can be assured they came from God. You can know the return 
address without one glance at the card. Life is good because God is good.

When your boss promotes you, your banker approves you, you open the mailbox 
to find money, or you open the door to find food, those are all from God. They are 
not just gifts from a benevolent boss or banker. They are from God. Man may be the 
delivery driver, but go ahead and read the return address. You will find the blessings 
in life come from God. 

B. God Enjoys His Creation
So why does the Holy God of Heaven, who dwells in unapproachable light, bless 

us? He blesses us because it pleases Him to bless us. Here is where we tiptoe 
through the minefield. God’s blessings do not always come with four walls and a 
roof or four wheels and a sunroof. Sometimes God’s blessings are pink and orange 
sunsets splashed across the western sky. Sometimes His blessings are the coos and 
caws of a baby girl, or the gentle hand of a lifelong love to calm fear before a surgery. 
God’s blessings come through gifts we can wrap and some we cannot. 

If you think His blessings cause you to smile, read John’s writing in Revelation 
4:11. “You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power. For you 
created all things, and they exist because you created what you pleased” (Revelation 
4:11, NLT). If we could see what John the writer and revelator saw, we would see a 
smile across God’s face when His people are blessed. Think about that. It blesses 
God to bless us. It certainly blessed God to bless Solomon.

II. GOD BLESSED SOLOMON WITH GOOD THINGS
Solomon’s father was the king. From his toddling days, tuxedoed servants waited 

on Solomon’s every whim. His personal chauffeur shuttled him wherever he wanted 
and was allowed to go. Solomon did not have to mow the lawn or do the dishes. 
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Never dealing with dishpan hands was just one of the perks of being the king’s kid. 
There were servants for the lawn and the laundry. Solomon had other things to do 
like horseback riding and chess club. 

But when he was crowned king, his to-do list ballooned to include leading four-
star generals as they led their troops to the front lines to stare down death; levying 
just enough taxes to stay in business but not too much to cause a coup; keeping 
enough grain flowing to stave off a famine; and at times playing judge, jury, and even 
executioner. It did not take many days on Israel’s throne before Solomon realized the 
crown was far too big for him. 

Solomon knew it, and so did God. So during a dream, God asked Solomon what 
he wanted more than anything. Solomon wisely asked for wisdom. “Therefore give to 
Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between 
good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?” (I Kings 3:9, NKJV).

A. Spiritual Wisdom and Financial Blessings
But the gifts did not end with wisdom. (See I Kings 3:10–14.) By the time God was 

finished bringing all the gifts to the gift table, Solomon went home with wisdom, 
riches, honor, and a legacy that would not be eclipsed by any other king in Israel’s 
storied history. Solomon’s greatest blessing could not be measured on a scale or spent 
in a store; Solomon’s greatest blessing was wisdom and understanding to judge God’s 
people. Those blessings pleased Solomon, and it pleased God to bless him. 

God kept His promise. He made Solomon rich. He made him the richest man to 
ever live. During his forty-year reign, he received twenty-five tons of gold annually 
from taxes. No wonder the children of Israel begged for tax relief after his reign. 
(See I Kings 12:4.) These taxes were only the beginning of his fortune. Kings and 
traders around the world sent tribute money to Solomon. He was the king of the 
most formidable fighting force, so it behooved the neighboring kings to be kind to 
Solomon in hopes he would be kind to them. 

B. The Queen of Sheba
Perhaps that is why the queen of Sheba had to see it for herself. She heard the 

reports. Maybe she even saw the quarterly profit reports and wanted to know if 
Solomon’s accountant was really telling the truth. Or maybe she heard about the world 
famous “divide-the-baby-in-half-to-find-out-the-real-mother” verdict. Could one man 
leading one nation be so wise and so blessed? This queen marshalled a caravan to 
travel from Sheba to Israel to meet that king and ask him some hard questions. 

She did not hold back and Solomon did not disappoint. I Kings 10 tells us she asked 
him all the questions that were in her heart, and he answered all her questions. She 
stopped speaking and started looking and she was breathless. She saw the house 
it took his hired help thirteen years to build, the spread of food on the table, the 
seating of his servants, the service of his servants, his cupbearers, and the way he 
ascended to the house of the Lord. Her closing commentary before packing up and 
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heading home was, “The half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity exceed 
the fame of which I heard” (I Kings 10:7, NKJV). 

 » Why are we often uncomfortable talking about the financial blessings of God?
 »  Are God’s financial blessings the best blessings He gives? If not, what are God’s best 

blessings?
 » Even with all his wealth and wisdom, was Solomon happy? Why or why not?

III. GOD BLESSES US WITH GOOD THINGS
We know God has so much more to offer when He calls us home, but according to 

King Solomon, it is the will of God to enjoy living as long as we are living. If God has 
given you strength to work, then work for the glory of God and enjoy the fruits of your 
labor. Sometimes the best Friday or Saturday nights are spent on the front porch with 
a book in one hand and a soda in the other. You have worked hard to make a living, 
so enjoy living. Make sure you do not work so much that you have no strength left to 
enjoy the living you were making when you were making a living.

A. It Is Not Sinful to Enjoy God’s Blessings
We tend to feel guilty when we kick back and enjoy God’s blessings. When was the 

last time you enjoyed a day off? Taking a day off and enjoying a day off are not the 
same. We are such a driven society that many who take a day off feel guilty for not 
working. We think we should be in the office, in the field, on the job. We should be 
answering questions, returning e-mails, following leads, contacting clients, reading 
the latest and greatest business book, or texting a few prospects to make a sale. 
Even on our days off, we often bulldoze past rest right back into work. 

B. He Gave Them to Us for Our Pleasure and Enjoyment
But this lesson today is designed to give you permission to enjoy the blessings of 

God. If God has given you a family with children, drive the car God gave you and go 
buy the children He gave you some ice cream. Play catch with your sons. Enjoy tea 
with your daughters (even if there is no tea in the cups). Walk with your wife. Hold 
your husband’s hand. According to Solomon we toil and labor so we can have time 
and freedom to enjoy God’s great gifts. 

But herein lies a danger. We must beware lest God’s blessings become a curse to 
us. When we spend so much time enjoying life that our pursuit of pleasure eclipses 
our pursuit of God, His blessings have become a curse to us. There are many parents 
with children and teens in sports or clubs at school. Good parents want to be a part 
of their children’s lives, but if your child misses Sunday services, youth services, or 
youth rallies just to play in a game or in a recital, our pursuit of pleasure has eclipsed 
our pursuit of God. 

Understandably, there are times when the boss calls for mandatory overtime. 
Maybe she calls you to work on a Sunday to prepare the store for the work week, but 
if you pick up a second job or work overtime and weekends just to buy bigger, nicer, 
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newer things, God’s blessings have become a curse. Before you work another optional 
weekend and miss another weekend at church, take time to enjoy the blessings God 
has already given. One of God’s greatest gifts is the privilege to soak your soul in His 
presence at church. It is a gift riches cannot buy and poverty cannot steal. 

 »  When is the last time you slowed down long enough to truly enjoy the living you were 
making for you and your family?

 »  Ask yourself, have you ever allowed God’s blessings to become a curse to you? Have 
you ever allowed your pursuit of pleasure to eclipse your pursuit of God?

 » If so, how can you adjust your priorities to put God first again?

IV. WE SHOULD BLESS GOD IN RESPONSE TO THE BLESSINGS HE GIVES TO US
We learn some lessons the hard way, as did the hard-working farmer in Jesus’ 

story. He was a farmer when farming was even harder work than it is now—before 
air-conditioned tractors built with satellite radio. During those sunup to sundown 
days, this farmer’s hard work paid off. His bumper crops were bumping against the 
walls of his barns. He sat down, stroked his sweat-soaked chin a few times, and 
asked himself what he was going to do with all those crops. He had more food than 
he could eat and was making more money than he could spend. Then he had a 
brainstorm—or so he thought.

He determined at the next sunrise to break out the tools and break down the barns 
to make room for bigger barns so he could hold more and more. He had it all planned 
out. He could take a few years off from work, travel the world, buy a condo on the 
Mediterranean, and live the good life. Little did he know, that night would be the last 
night of his entire life.

And Jesus opened the altar with this stinging indictment followed by this haunting 
question in Luke 12, “‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will 
those things be which you have provided?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, 
and is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:20–21, NKJV). The right response to the rich 
blessings of God is not to keep them all to ourselves. It is not to hoard them and hope 
for more. The right response to the blessings of God is to bless Him and to bless others. 

A. Blessing Others
There are times when we give and God gives right back. In 2014 Elijah Whitworth 

was twelve years old. All summer he mowed one lawn after another to save money 
to buy a shotgun. By the close of summer, he had saved $300. When Living Way 
Church in Conroe, Texas, received their sacrificial Sheaves for Christ (SFC) offering, 
Elijah gave $100 of his hard-earned money to SFC. As the church continued to give, 
Elijah felt a call to give more, so he gave another $100. After service his parents told 
the family they had decided to give the $1,000 they had been saving for Christmas. 
Christmas was going to be different this year. There would not be as many presents, if 
any, but they gave to bless the kingdom of God. The entire family agreed it was more 
blessed to give.
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During the Christmas season, one of the major corporations in their area heard of 
the family’s sacrifice. Many of the children were foster children, and the corporation 
was searching for a local family to bless with a surprise Christmas. They chose the 
Whitworth family. On Christmas morning presents were stacked and laid out in the 
living room from the wall toward the middle of the floor. It looked like a miniature 
Toys“R”Us store. 

The Whitworth family was blessed, so they blessed the kingdom of God. When 
they blessed God, God blessed the Whitworths. Eljiah’s pastor shared the story of 
his sacrifice, and a group of three district youth presidents were so moved, they 
pooled their money together and bought Elijah a shotgun, which was far better than 
the one he was going to buy.

God often blesses us when we bless Him and others. But we do not give just so we 
can receive. We give so we can bless others, and God’s gracious nature often gives 
back, pressed down, shaken together, and running over. He does not have to bless 
us when we bless others, but His gracious nature often does.

B. In Worship
The right response to the rich blessings of God is also to bless Him for blessing 

us. We cannot write a check to make Him richer, build Him a newer house, or give 
Him a nicer car. So how do we bless our God for blessing us? We bless Him through 
our worship. When we come to church, we have the privilege to openly and publicly 
praise and worship God for what He has done and for who He is. When we kneel in 
the quiet of our home, we have the privilege to privately praise and worship God for 
what He has done and for who He is. We learned from James 1 that God is the giver 
of all good gifts. 

.         INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Humanity has been on this march for over 6,000 years now. That means we have 

been living and learning for over 6,000 years. We are not the first ones to feel guilty 
for enjoying life, and we are not the first ones to feel jealous of someone else’s life. 
But we have centuries and millennia from which to learn, so we do not make the 
same mistakes others made. From this point forward, purpose in your heart to be 
more thankful for the rich blessings of God—more gratitude, less grumble. And take 
the time to enjoy the living you are making. Rest. Enjoy your family. Enjoy the view. 
And be willing to bless others with God’s blessings and bless God for His blessings. 
You will find the most blessed life is when one blesses others and blesses God. 
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        FOCUS VERSES  
Ecclesiastes 8:12–13

Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know that it 
shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before him: but it shall not be well with the wicked, 
neither shall he prolong his days, which are as a shadow; because he feareth not before God.

        LESSON TEXT 
Ecclesiastes 8:5–13

5 Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil thing: and a wise man’s heart 
discerneth both time and judgment.

6 Because to every purpose there is time and judgment, therefore the misery of man is great 
upon him. 

7 For he knoweth not that which shall be: for who can tell him when it shall be? 
8 There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither hath he power 

in the day of death: and there is no discharge in that war; neither shall wickedness deliver 
those that are given to it. 

9 All this have I seen, and applied my heart unto every work that is done under the sun: 
there is a time wherein one man ruleth over another to his own hurt.

10 And so I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place of the holy, and 
they were forgotten in the city where they had so done: this is also vanity. 

11 Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the 
sons of men is fully set in them to do evil. 

12 Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know 
that it shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before him: 

13 But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he prolong his days, which are as a 
shadow; because he feareth not before God. 

FOCUS THOUGHT
Though life is often unfair, we must trust that God in His justice will ultimately bless those who 
fear Him.

God Is Just

Lesson 8
October 21, 2018
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
It must have been something to be Solomon. 

He lived in the castle because his father was the 
king. Other kids may have been able to tour the 
castle, but they could only see so far and walk 
so far. But Solomon had free reign of the place 
because his father was not just the manager over 
the maintenance department; his father was the 
monarch over the nation. His dad was King David.

From where he lived, he could see all the perks 
of royalty. He could also see the high price his 
family paid for royalty. Perhaps he slipped into 
his father’s study one night as David and Joab 
were discussing Shimei. What do you do about 
a man who cursed the king and kicked dirt on 
him like an outraged manager at a home plate 
umpire? He knew his dad was beloved, but not 
by all. As we learned in a recent lesson, Solomon 
was David and Bathsheba’s son. But David’s 
relationship with Bathsheba did not begin with 
the blessing of God. And life in the castle began 
to get rather rocky, even dangerous, for David 
and the first family. 

        OUTLINE
 I. LIFE IS OFTEN UNFAIR

A. The Bad Seem to Prosper
B. THE Good Seem to Suffer

 II.  THE PSALMIST WAS DISCOURAGED 
WHEN HE SAW THE WICKED 
PROSPERING

A. Until I Came into the House of the Lord
B. Having an Eternal Perspective
C. Trust That God Is Just

 III.  GOD WILL BLESS THOSE WHO FEAR HIM
A. Rich Man and Lazarus
B.  In the End, the Righteous Will Be 

Eternally Blessed
C.  In the End, the Wicked Will Be Eternally 

Punished

         CULTURE CONNECTION
GOD’S EQUAL WAY

It does not take long while perusing social media to recognize one thing: people do 
not agree on much. The bickering and fighting witnessed in cyberspace are only a small 
picture of the divisiveness in our world. However, in the United States of America, there 
is at least one common thread: people are angry at the way the country no longer works 
for many of its ordinary citizens.

“The system is often fundamentally unfair, and ordinary voices are often unheard. . . . 
Martin Gilens of Princeton University and Benjamin I. Page of Northwestern University found 
that in policy-making, views of ordinary citizens essentially don’t matter. They examined 
1,779 policy issues and found that attitudes of wealthy people and of business groups 
mattered a great deal to the final outcome—but that preferences of average citizens were 
almost irrelevant. ‘In the United States, our findings indicate, the majority does not rule,’ 
they concluded” (The New York Times, http://nyti.ms/2kl3eBx, accessed October 3, 2017).

We live in a very divided world with each part blaming its counterpart for the 
problems. With this expression of blame, the vocalization of “it’s just not fair” can 
be heard. The blame game that began in the Garden continues today. Now, if people 
would only blame people, perhaps it would not be so bad. But people want to blame 
God for their problems (Ezekiel 18:25).
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. LIFE IS OFTEN UNFAIR
David repented of his sin with Bathsheba. We read his heartfelt and tearful prayer 

in Psalm 51. God forgave him, but the prophecy spoken by Nathan the prophet 
would come to pass sooner than later. In the days to come, David’s son Amnon 
violated his own half sister, Tamar. Tamar’s brother Absalom killed Amnon out of 
revenge. When David heard his son was dead, he ripped his robes in grief and lay 
on the ground. Absalom fled for his life and sought asylum in a foreign country for 
three years. Then David invited Absalom back home—no hard feelings, no revenge, 
just come home. But when he came home, David would not see him or speak to 
him. David aced the “How to Become a King” course, but was failing as a father. 
After two full years, Absalom was tired of the silent treatment, so he set up his 
makeshift office at the king’s gate and started stealing the hearts of the people 
away from his dad. 

A. The Bad Seem to Prosper
His plot worked. The people shifted their loyalty from David to Absalom, and soon 

they crowned Absalom king. Now Israel had two kings, and David had a decision to 
make. He could squash this rebellion as it started, or he could run for his life. He 
chose to run. II Samuel 15–18 records some of David’s darkest days.

These four dark chapters in the heart of II Samuel teach us life is often unfair. In a 
perfect world, the good always win and the bad always lose. But in a perfect world, 
there would be no losing because there would be no bad, only good. But our world is 
far from perfect; it is broken. And God did not break it; we did. 

B. The Good Seem to Suffer
Because our world is broken, there are times the bad seem to prosper and the 

good seem to suffer. They did in David’s day; they still do in our day. You only need to 
tour the hollow shells of a concentration camp in Europe to realize the weight of this 
truth. For three to four years, these camps were prison to millions of people, many of 
them just because they were Jews. At first the Jews did not know what was happening 
to them or where the Nazis were taking them when they were rounded up from their 
homes and shops. They were just loaded into trucks or railroad cars and shipped 
across the country—sometimes out of their country. 

When the Jews arrived, the soldiers in some camps assured them they would be 
cared for, protected, fed. They just needed to work hard to earn their keep. They 
had no idea they were being sentenced to death by the thousands, even millions. 
They had done nothing wrong. They were just Jews living during World War II. When 
word began leaking that some of the camps were actually death camps, the Nazis 
produced a video to assuage the Red Cross’s curiosity. They showed Jews playing 
soccer, plucking violins in concerts, running, smiling, and laughing. In one such 
camp called Terezin, the Nazis built a room full of sinks and mirrors to show the Red 
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Cross the Jews’ plush accommodations. That room was built only for the benefit of 
the Red Cross and was closed after their site visit. 

We look back now on the Holocaust and ask how millions of good people could 
suffer while millions of bad people prospered. The reason in our day is the same 
reason in David’s day: life is often unfair. But lest we wring our hands in worry, we 
must remember our God is just. In life the hero in the white hat does not always win. 
Sometimes the villain in the black hat wins. But through all the wins and losses, our 
just God keeps a watchful eye and keeps perfect record of the good and the evil in 
our world. And in the end, God will mete out justice and set all the wrongs right. We 
must be patient and trust God is just, even when life is not.

 »  What do you think when you look around and see the wicked prosper and the 
righteous suffer?

 » If you are comfortable, give an example of a time when you learned life is not always fair.
 » How do you think God feels when He sees the wicked prosper and the righteous suffer?

II. THE PSALMIST WAS DISCOURAGED WHEN HE SAW THE WICKED PROSPERING
Asaph composed Psalm 73 to help us all wrestle with an unfair world. The first few 

verses have Asaph and us scratching our heads. The wicked are strong, even all the 
way to their dying day. (See Psalm 73:4.) They are not plagued like other men. (See 
Psalm 73:5.) They are proud and speak against their fellow men and even against 
God. (See Psalm 73:9.) They question what God knows and if He cares. (See Psalm 
73:11.) They are always at ease and increase in riches. (See Psalm 73:12.)

A. Until I Came into the House of the Lord
Asaph looked out the window to see the wicked prosper and looked in the mirror 

to see himself suffer. He could not make sense of it. It was too much for him, too 
painful for him. Until one day he walked into the sanctuary of the Most High God, and 
that is when he understood the end of the wicked. When he took his eyes off their 
wickedness and his goodness, he fixed his eyes on God, and that is when he saw 
God’s unswerving justice.

Perhaps what we need most in this unfair world is proper perspective. Maybe your 
boss is a cutthroat. Maybe he cheats and swindles to make the next deal and the 
next dollar. Maybe he is extremely good at being extremely evil. If you look at your 
boss’s $100,000 car, three houses, and two houseboats, you can begin to think the 
way to being blessed is by cheating and swindling, especially when you pull your 
$100 car up to your 500-square-foot townhouse. That is how Asaph felt.

 » Why do we often compare ourselves to others and what they have?
 » How has this mind-set affected your life?
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B. Having an Eternal Perspective
But when we walk into the sanctuary on a Sunday morning and feel the presence of 

almighty God touch our soul, we must remember the truest blessings of God cannot 
be bought with dollars, nor can they be robbed by disease. We may face financial 
worry, family troubles, disease, even death itself, but we do not face any of those 
foes alone. We have our God who fights for us and goes before us. We are not only 
blessed because of what we have, we are blessed because He has us. We will exhaust 
our minds trying to understand why the wicked prosper and the righteous suffer, but 
God has not called us to understand this world—He calls us to trust Him. 

C. Trust That God Is Just
When Asaph turned his eyes away from the wicked, even away from himself, and 

turned them to his God, he gained perspective that could have only been gained 
by seeing things as God sees them. Sooner or later, God will judge the wicked for 
their wickedness. (See Psalm 73:18–20.) He will set all the wrongs right. No one 
gets away with being unrighteous, especially at the expense of the righteous. Once 
Asaph understood he did not have to understand, he understood he belonged to 
God (Psalm 73:23), and God would guide him with His counsel and one day receive 
him to glory (Psalm 73:24).

 » How does focusing on Jesus help us with our perspective in life?

III. GOD WILL BLESS THOSE WHO FEAR HIM

A. Rich Man and Lazarus
Now we jump the divide between the Old and New Testaments and come to a 

similar story in the Gospels. As we stroll down a sandy street in Luke 16, we pass 
one-story, one-room humble home after one-story, one-room humble home, on both 
sides. But then we come to the end of the block and the envy of the block. It is a 
sprawling, palatial mansion that takes up both sides of the street. 

At the end of the cobblestone drive, there is a mailbox that dwarfs all the others on 
the block. The etching emblazoned on the side in gold stencil is simply: rich man. The 
sight of this mansion takes your breath away with its fountains and flower gardens. 
But the frail beggar lying just outside the gate is the one feature that does not fit. His 
name is Lazarus. Some time ago, someone laid him there and left him there. 

He has no wealth. Everything he owns can be stuffed in a duffel bag with room 
to spare. He begs for his next bite. He is in poor health. His body is ravaged with a 
disease that saps his strength and has left wounds in its wake. He is not even strong 
enough to ward off the dogs that come to lick his wounds. He lays there waiting for 
tuxedoed servants to bring the trash to the curb, so he can scavenge some bread that 
came from the rich man’s table. Since there was no hand sanitizer or Martha Stewart 
washcloths, the rich would sometimes wash their hands on loaves of bread before 
meals and between courses in meals. Then when those loaves were dirty enough, 
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they were tossed out in the trash. Lazarus may have been filling his growling stomach 
with dirty wheat washcloths from the rich man’s table.

Lazarus was as dirt poor as the rich man was filthy rich. But Lazarus did 
something right along the way. He may not have had two shekels to rub together, 
but somewhere, some time, he had lifted his eyes higher than his woes in this 
world and realized he needed to get ready for eternity. Lazarus got his heart right 
with God and God saved Lazarus.

After some time, the disease that kept taking its toll on Lazarus’ body finally won 
the battle and took his life. The Bible records that he died, but there is no mention 
that he was buried, no funeral, no preacher to eulogize what a good man he was. 
In fact, there was a song they used to sing for beggars. “Rattle his bones over the 
stones. He’s but a pauper whom nobody owns.” 

It is possible, even probable, that Lazarus was loaded on a cart and hauled to 
the outskirts of town and thrown into Gehenna with all the trash and rubbish. 
Lazarus’ one turn through life left him homeless, riddled with disease, plagued by 
poverty, and left on a trash heap. To the weekend tourist to the mansion district, it 
was unthinkably unfair that Lazarus suffered while the rich man prospered. But from 
God’s perspective, Lazarus was far richer than the rich man because Lazarus was 
living for eternity. 

B. In the End, the Righteous Will Be Eternally Blessed
Since this parable was told before Calvary, Jesus said Lazarus was carried by the 

angels into Abraham’s bosom. The Jews had fewer heroes they admired more than 
Abraham. He was to the Jews what George Washington or Thomas Jefferson is to 
Americans. He was known as the father of the faithful. As if Lazarus were seated 
next to Abraham at a feast, he was finally able to rest close to the heart of the one he 
called his father.

 » What does this parable reveal about where our priorities should be placed?

All the problems that plague us in this life will not even be a memory in Heaven 
(Revelation 21:4). Heaven will be Heaven for all the glory that will be there, but it will 
also be Heaven for all the sorrow that will not be there. You can search every corner and 
closet in Heaven, but you will not find one trace of tears, death, sorrow, or pain there. 
The one who created us, died for us, is preparing a place for us, and is coming back 
for us will be there. We will rest from all our labors and will finally see Him face-to-face.

C. In the End, the Wicked Will Be Eternally Punished
But this story is not one-sided, and neither is our story. There was another character 

in this story. Somewhere, maybe in the stock market or in real estate, the rich man 
had done something right. He gained and gained and gained in this world, but his 
fortune could not fend off the determined hand of death. And in the process of time, 
the rich man also died. 
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Once the rich man closed his eyes in death, he opened his eyes in Hell. The first 
sight he saw was that once beggar named Lazarus, healed and at rest, though he 
was in torment. And he called out from the belly of Hell, “Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame” (Luke 16:24, NKJV).

But Abraham said, “Remember . . . in your lifetime” (Luke 16:25, NKJV). Lazarus got 
right with God. The rich man did not, and that is why he ended up in Hell. Abraham 
broke the sobering news for him to hear and us to eavesdrop, “Between us and you 
there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, 
nor can those from there pass to us” (Luke 16:26, NKJV).

 » How do we “get right” with God?

         INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Solomon knew it. David knew it. Asaph knew it. Lazarus knew it. Life is unfair, but 

God is just. And ultimately God will bless those who fear Him and judge those who 
do not. Our calling is not to understand why the wicked prosper while the righteous 
suffer. Our calling is not even to right all the wrongs to create a more just and fair 
world. Our calling is to trust God to right all the wrongs in His time. Trust God knows 
what He is doing even when we do not. 

Heed the words of the hymnist and turn your eyes upon Jesus. You will find the 
things of Earth growing strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace. And we will 
remember all that really matters during our short time on this Earth is getting our 
hearts right with God and ready for Heaven. If you have not yet gotten your heart right 
with God, you can and need to today. 

The Scripture teaches us to repent of our sins. We must ask God to forgive us of our 
sins and ask Him for the strength to turn from our sins. Then we are to be baptized 
in water in the name of Jesus Christ, and His holy name will be applied to our lives 
as our sins are washed away. Once we have been emptied of our sins, we need to be 
filled with the gift of His Holy Spirit. And when we are filled with His Holy Spirit, we 
will know we are filled just like the church in the New Testament knew. They began to 
pray and praise God in another language, another tongue, they had not yet learned 
as evidence they had been filled with the Spirit. This glorious soul-saving experience 
is still available for all of us today. 
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Ecclesiastes 9:10

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.

           LESSON TEXT 
Ecclesiastes 9:1–10

1 For all this I considered in my heart even to declare all this, that the righteous, and the 
wise, and their works, are in the hand of God: no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that 
is before them. 

2 All things come alike to all: there is one event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the 
good and to the clean, and to the unclean; to him that sacrificeth, and to him that sacrificeth 
not: as is the good, so is the sinner; and he that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath. 

3 This is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that there is one event unto 
all: yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they 
live, and after that they go to the dead.

4 For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope: for a living dog is better than a dead 
lion. 

5 For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they 
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. 

6 Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any 
more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.

7 Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God now 
accepteth thy works. 

8 Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment. 
9 Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he 

hath given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in this life, and 
in thy labour which thou takest under the sun. 

10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because God gave His best to us, we should give our best in everything we do.

Giving the Best

Lesson 9
October 28, 2018
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
A man and his family purchased their first 

new home in a city several hours away. Before 
the family could move into the new house, 
the father visited the home to get everything 
in order. The father stayed late at the house, 
working on setting up things. Nothing seemed 
to be going right. Frustrated, the man went to 
get a drink of water. That was when he noticed 
a small puddle forming on the floor under the 
refrigerator. He pulled out the fridge to check for 
the source of the leak.

Far too late in the evening to call a repair 
man, he spent a fitful night worrying about 
the purchase of the new home. Life seemed 
so unfair. Why had the refrigerator caused 
such a problem? The next morning he found a 
nice, honest repair man to fix the refrigerator. 
It was then he realized life was much fairer 
than he thought. The repair man told him if he 
had not noticed the small puddle under the 
refrigerator, he might have had a much more 
serious problem: an indoor swimming pool in 
his basement. The water from the refrigerator 
would have ruined two floors of the home. 

        OUTLINE
 I.   GOD GAVE HIS BEST TO US  

AND FOR US
A.  He Withholds No Good Thing from Those 

Who Walk Uprightly 
B. He Gave His Only Begotten Son

 II.  WE ARE COMMANDED TO GIVE  
OUR BEST

A. When We Work, We Are to Give Our Best 
B.  We Are to Love God with All Our Heart, 

Soul, Mind, and Strength 

 III.  GOD WILL HONOR THOSE WHO GIVE 
THEIR BEST

A.  Joseph Gave His Best in the Face of 
Trying Situations and Circumstances

B.  God Turned What Was Meant for Evil  
into Good

C. God Preserved Joseph’s Family

         CULTURE CONNECTION
THE ONLY ANSWER OUR WORLD NEEDS

“It’s the largest security force in the world. A teeming network of first responders that 
live on nearly every surface of your body, inside and out. They’re not part of the body, 
like your immune system—they’re immigrants—but they’re still naturalized citizens, 
and without them your world couldn’t function. Since the Human Microbiome Project 
began in 2008, biologists have begun to uncover just how closely your body relies on 
these semiautonomous partners in securing your well-being. From the skin to the lining 
of the intestine, the trillions of bacteria and viruses that make up your own personal 
microbiome keep you safe from invading diseases. Someday soon, scientists hope to 
train them for new roles, like fighting cancer and providing early warning of infections” 
(Answers, October–December 2016, “A Trillion First Responders,” Joe Francis).

The American scene boasts many heroes who quickly jump into the scene when 
chaos and tragedy strikes. But the greatest cause on earth, the kingdom of God, should 
evoke the best from all believers. We are not fighting a fire, rescuing a drowning person, 
or quelling a riot. Believers are called to be salt and light in a world filled with pollution 
and darkness. We should go where there is sin, devastation, hurt, pain, and heartache, 
responding like the amazing “first responders” of our body’s immune system. We have 
been called to be His hands and feet: the only answer our world needs.
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
Many times in life we become frustrated by problems. However, God is looking 

out for us. He allows some minor issues to occur in our lives to protect us from even 
greater difficulties. Sometimes the Lord allows bad things to happen to us, but 
even then we should be careful about calling life or God unfair. After all, we receive 
numerous blessings from the Lord, and we should be very thankful for them.

 » Why do you think God sometimes allows us to experience seemingly unfair situations?

I. GOD GAVE HIS BEST TO US AND FOR US
Whenever we face difficulties in life and feel the Lord is unfair, we may become upset 

with God. Nevertheless, we should realize God’s blessings are just as inexplicable 
as the problems we face. Why is the Lord so good to us? The psalmist wrestled with 
this question in Psalm 8:4, “What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son 
of man, that thou visitest him?” We should be thankful that we do not serve a distant 
Creator who cares nothing for us. We should be thankful that our God did not set life 
in motion and withdraw His blessings and become disinterested in our plight.

God not only cares for us, but He gave His best to us and for us. The Lord heaps 
benefits upon us that we do not deserve. When we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice to save us from our sins. When we complain about 
being treated unfairly, we should remember the injustice Jesus faced. He experienced 
a bogus trial, faced jeering and mocking, and died a horrific death despite His 
innocence. He endured the cross so His goodness could lead us to repentance.

A. He Withholds No Good Thing from Those Who Walk Uprightly
Jesus’ death on the cross purchased our salvation. His sacrifice allows us to repent 

of our sins, be baptized in the name of Jesus, and receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
These blessings would be more than enough for us. And yet the Lord continues to 
provide us with food, shelter, and opportunities to improve our lives. The psalmist 
wrote, “For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory: no 
good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly” (Psalm 84:11). When we 
follow His leading, the Lord will bring blessings into our lives.

The good things God provides for us are even more amazing when we think about 
our sinful nature. In Romans 7:18 Paul wrote, “For I know that in me (that is, in my 
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that 
which is good I find not.” As humans we often give in to our flesh because we find 
it difficult to do the right thing. Thankfully, Jesus had a plan to bless us and help us 
learn to walk uprightly.

 » What are some good things God has given you that you feel you do not deserve?
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B. He Gave His Only Begotten Son
When Jesus came to earth, His purpose was not only to die for our sins, but also 

to set an example for us to follow. In the Gospels we see Jesus going about doing 
good, helping and healing others. On the road to the cross, we see Jesus exhibiting 
the right kind of behavior during intense adversity. The apostle Peter wrote of Jesus’ 
example for us: “when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to 
him that judgeth righteously” (I Peter 2:23). Whenever we think about lashing out 
at others because life seems unfair, we should remember the example of Jesus. He 
gave His life for us in agony so we might have joy with Him for all eternity.

How could Jesus endure such a horrific death? His love for us allowed Him to 
overcome death—even the death of the cross. We must never let John 3:16 become a 
cliché because it is quoted so often. We should pause and allow the power of its words 
to sink into our minds and our hearts: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” Jesus gave His very best for us, so how can we do anything less for Him?

II. WE ARE COMMANDED TO GIVE OUR BEST
Jesus’ example of giving His very best should inspire us to do the same. We cannot 

allow ourselves to become complacent. We should examine ourselves and make 
sure we are putting forth our best efforts. We should also realize the wisdom of giving 
our best. Cutting corners today will lead to problems in the future.

Baseball players are taught to run out a grounder to first base. In most cases the 
effort seems to be a waste. The runner is often thrown out long before reaching the 
bag. However, on rare occasions, an opposing player makes an error, providing the 
base runner with the opportunity to make it safely to first base. We should approach 
life with the mind-set that we are going to give our best—even when something 
seems like a lost cause. 

 »  Think about a time when you gave your best even though you didn’t feel like it. How 
did things turn out? Why did you give your best despite the circumstances?

A. When We Work, We Are to Give Our Best
We should make the most of our opportunities while we are on this earth. 

Ecclesiastes 9:10 states, “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; 
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither 
thou goest.” We only have a limited amount of time to make an impact on this earth, 
and we should take advantage of our opportunities. 

We should also be aware that God created the human desire to work before Adam 
and Eve sinned. The Lord placed Adam in the Garden of Eden to tend it and to keep it. 
The Lord gave Adam these tasks because God desires for all of us to have a purpose. 
The need to accomplish things is innate in humanity. Therefore we should do our 
work joyfully and be thankful for the rewards God provides through our labors.
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 » What is something that might be defined as “work” that you really enjoy doing?
 » Why do you enjoy it so much?

B. We Are to Love God with All Our Heart, Soul, Mind, and Strength
In addition to being diligent in our work, we are also called to love the Lord with 

every part of our being (Deuteronomy 6:5). Even though the verse is a command, 
we should view it as a privilege. The opportunity to completely love the Lord is not 
simply a rule for us to follow. Those who truly love the Lord know they cannot do 
anything less because of the great sacrifice Jesus made on the cross.

As Christians we can become so caught up in following rules that we forget the 
importance of the first and second commandments. Both of those commandments 
are rooted in love. We are to love God and our neighbors.

When we think about all the commandments God has given for us to follow, we 
should go beyond viewing them as mere rules. They are messages from a loving 
Father who wants us to live more abundant lives. We should put forth our best effort 
to obey the Lord and keep His commandments, for they were all given out of love.

 »  How can we rise above viewing God’s commandments as rules and start seeing them 
as wonderful opportunities to serve the Lord?

III. GOD WILL HONOR THOSE WHO GIVE THEIR BEST
God is looking for people who will do their best. He will even honor those who are 

a little rough around the edges. Jacob was a man of great ambition. He had some 
problems with deceit, but the Lord appreciated his diligence and knew He could help 
Jacob overcome his flaws. 

Although he was not the oldest brother, Jacob had more fire in him than his brother 
Esau. Famished from an unsuccessful hunt, Esau willingly and foolishly sold his 
birthright to Jacob for a bowl of soup. Jacob not only took advantage of this chance, 
but he also worked with his mother to steal his brother’s blessing from their blind 
father, Isaac. Jacob would eventually pay for his crimes. In a case of poetic justice, 
Jacob’s own sons deceived him about the death of their brother Joseph. Joseph 
would have to overcome many hardships because of the treachery of his brothers. 

 » Why do you think God rewarded the tenacity of Jacob despite Jacob’s flaws?

A. Joseph Gave His Best in the Face of Trying Situations and Circumstances
Perhaps Joseph’s recognition of the tenacity of his father, Jacob, allowed him to 

overcome the terrible situations in his life. He started out as a dreamer with a great 
future. His brothers despised his dreams because they depicted all the brothers 
bowing down to their little brother Joseph. Even Joseph’s father was not sure what to 
think about the dreams of his gifted son.
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Jacob was training Joseph to lead the family, even though he was not the oldest 
brother. Jacob gifted Joseph with a coat of many colors. The coat caused Joseph’s 
brothers to envy him even more. They become further incensed when he spied on 
them and reported their misdeeds to their father. 

Bullied and mocked by his brothers, Joseph saw their ire take on a new intensity 
when they sold him into slavery. Joseph rose above his circumstances to become 
Potiphar’s chief steward, only to have his hopes dashed when Potiphar’s wife falsely 
accused him of rape. Living in the dungeon of despair, he refused not to give his best. 
He became the jailer’s right-hand man. He used his God-given talent of interpreting 
dreams to rise from the prison to the palace.

 »  What emotions do you think Joseph experienced in the pit, in Potiphar’s house, and in 
the prison? How do you think he overcame his negative feelings?

B. God Turned What Was Meant for Evil into Good
Due to his newfound success, Joseph could have punished his brothers for treating 

him so unfairly. In fact, he was probably very tempted to pour out his wrath on them. 
He had the means and the opportunity. When he detained Simeon and sent his other 
brothers on their way, Joseph may have toyed with the idea of meting out severe 
punishment on his brothers. He could have chosen not to forgive and rained down 
fierce judgment on them. In the end Joseph chose the right path, telling his brothers, 
“But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to 
pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive” (Genesis 50:20). God had a plan 
that was bigger than revenge or hatred. 

C. God Preserved Joseph’s Family
Joseph chose to forgive his brothers because what seemed unfair to him proved 

to be the salvation of his family and the world. Joseph brought everyone through the 
famine. His own personal suffering was nothing compared to the ravages the famine 
would have caused had he not held fast to his convictions. 

The family of Israel experienced many famines. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob all faced 
the possibility of death from starvation. Each time, God protected them. The Lord was 
trying to create a family that was famine proof. Esau could not be the leader of such 
a family. He failed the test when he sold his birthright for a bowl of soup. That is why 
God chose Jacob instead of Esau. Joseph’s brothers did not have the ability or the 
proper attitude for defeating famine. That is why God chose Joseph instead of them.

Whenever we are tempted not to give our best, we should remember the example 
of Joseph. We may be experiencing a troubling season of life that we deem unfair; 
however, God may have a grander design. He may be using us to help others.

 »  Joseph is a good example of someone who overcame incredible odds. Name some 
other individuals who rose above great difficulties. How did they maintain their focus 
on doing the right thing?
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         INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Sometimes we may have difficulty fully understanding how to view all the situations 

we face in life. What we deem unfair may be the work of a just God. An old story 
records how hard it can be to determine whether something is a blessing or a curse. 
When a healthy stallion trotted into a man’s stable out of the blue, his neighbors 
declared how blessed the man was for receiving the unexpected gift. The man told 
his neighbors that he did not know if the stallion was a blessing or a curse. He would 
have to wait and see.

When the stallion jumped over the fence and ran away, the neighbors assumed 
the horse had proven to be a curse. Nevertheless, the man stood by his mantra, 
believing that only time would tell if something was a blessing or a curse. When the 
stallion returned and led a herd of wild horses into the corral, the neighbors could 
not believe the magnitude of the blessing the man had received. The man kept his 
wait-and-see attitude.

The man’s son set to work breaking the new horses. Bucked off one of the wild 
horses, the son fell to the ground and broke his leg. The neighbors once again claimed 
that the man was cursed. Although they vacillated in their read of the situation, the 
man held fast to his familiar refrain that he could not tell if something were a blessing 
or a curse until the situation had a chance to run its course.

After the son injured his leg, the army came into the village and drafted all the 
able-bodied young men for military service. Because of his broken leg, the man’s 
son could not join the fight. Everyone in the village who was conscripted for battle 
died. Later the young man recovered and was able to help his father. After seeing 
all the events play out, the son knew he should live by his father’s words and avoid 
prematurely declaring something to be a blessing or a curse.

We also need to be careful about how we view situations. When something happens 
that seems bad or unfair, we need to withhold judgment. God may be protecting us 
from something worse, or God may be allowing us to experience a difficult situation 
to better prepare us for the future. 

We must trust that God will ultimately bless us—no matter what circumstances 
we face. In this life we will have troubles. There will be times when our dancing is 
turned into mourning. There will be times when our mourning is turned into dancing. 
Perhaps that is why Ecclesiastes 3 mentions all the times and seasons we will face. 

 »  Many times we define something as unfair, but our perception changes over time. 
How can we learn to be more patient in the midst of seemingly unfair situations?
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        FOCUS VERSE  
Ecclesiastes 12:13

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for 
this is the whole duty of man.

        LESSON TEXT 
Ecclesiastes 12:1–2, 7–14

1 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them; 

2 While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds 
return after the rain: 

. . . . .
7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who 

gave it.
8 Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity.
9 And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, 

he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs. 
10 The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was 

upright, even words of truth. 
11 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, 

which are given from one shepherd. 
12 And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; 

and much study is a weariness of the flesh.
13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: 

for this is the whole duty of man. 
14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, 

or whether it be evil.

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because God deserves honor, we should fear Him and keep His commandments.

The Highest Priority

Lesson 10
November 4, 2018
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
The 2016 Summer Olympic Games featured 

a variety of competitors, all vying for the gold. 
Many athletes fulfilled lifelong dreams by 
winning gold medals. Others worked their way 
to the podium by earning silver and bronze. 
The fierceness of the competition merited the 
winners be honored for giving their very best.

Unfortunately, the material surrounding some 
of the medals given out proved incapable of 
properly encasing the gold, silver, and bronze. 
The casings started to deteriorate, and officials 
created a plan to repair them or replace them. 
Although the accomplishments of the athletes 
were not tarnished, the organizers of the games 
and the manufacturers of the medals had failed 
in their quest to create something lasting.

We are like the casings around those medals. 
God has given us many spiritual gifts that are more 
valuable than gold, silver, or bronze. We must 
show the Lord honor by being good stewards of 
these gifts. When we fall short in fearing God and 
keeping His commandments, we are unable to 
contain the blessings God has given us. In such 
situations, we should examine ourselves, repent, 
and allow the Lord to conduct internal repairs. 

        OUTLINE
 I. REMEMBER THE LORD

A. Make God a Priority
B. In Your Youth
C. Throughout Your Entire Life

 II. FEAR THE LORD
A. Make Honoring God a Priority
B. Respect Him and His Ways

 III. OBEY THE LORD
A. Make God’s Commands a Priority
B. Whatever He Asks of You

 IV. THE CONCLUSION OF THE MATTER
A. The Whole Duty of Man
B. Honor and Obey

         CULTURE CONNECTION
SHUFFLING PRIORITIES

It happened on the evening of April 14, 1912. The Titanic, which up until that time was 
the largest ship that had ever been built to sail the vast expanse of the Atlantic Ocean, 
struck an iceberg in the treacherous waters of the northern Atlantic. Four grueling hours 
later, the ship once thought “unsinkable” sank to the sandy bottom. 

A seat on one of the few lifeboats had been reserved for a certain woman. As she began 
to step into the small boat, she stopped, frozen, turned to the one in charge, and asked if 
she could quickly run to the ship’s library to get something. She was allowed three minutes.

The woman ran through the corridors of the reeling vessel. Crossing the saloon, 
she caught sight of jewelry strewn around the floor. Passengers had hurriedly cleaned 
out their safes and dropped valuables as they ran. What an opportunity! Wealth was 
literally at her fingertips! But she ignored the jewelry, made her way to the library, 
snatched a copy of the Bible, and ran back to the waiting lifeboat.

Earlier that day it may have seemed an incredible thing for the woman to choose a 
copy of the Bible over valuable jewelry. But in the face of death, prized valuables became 
relatively worthless, and what may have seemed worthless became suddenly valuable. 
Unfortunately it often takes a catastrophe to shuffle our priorities into a sensible order.
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. REMEMBER THE LORD
To give God all the honor due to Him, we must avoid taking God for granted. The 

Hebrew word for honor means “to make heavy.” When we treat the things of God 
lightly and do not give the Lord proper praise or worship, we are not honoring Him. 
We must work hard to honor the Lord in all aspects of our lives.

Many times our problem is not a lack of love for the Lord or a desire to properly 
honor Him. Instead our neglect arises from becoming too busy. We put so much 
focus on the things of this life that we fail to remember our Creator. In the Book of 
Ecclesiastes, Solomon wrote about all his accomplishments. Perhaps he became so 
busy in these pursuits that he forgot about God. At the end of the book, Solomon 
challenged his readers to remember their Creator.

A. Make God a Priority
We all need to purposefully make God a priority in our lives. It is easy to keep our 

minds on the Lord after a great service or camp meeting. We feel energized and our 
minds are on Jesus. At other times we must put forth extra effort to make time for prayer 
and devotion. After the end of long, hard work days, where projects and demands keep 
piling up, we may fall into bed exhausted, having given no thought to the Lord that day.

The next morning when we wake up, we are not singing, “This is the day that the 
Lord hath made.” Our minds are already engaged in checking items off our to-do list. 
Sadly, that to-do list may be missing the key element of honoring the Lord. We must 
consistently make time for the Lord, even in the midst of our hectic lives.

 » What are some things you can do this week to honor your Creator?

B. In Your Youth
In his old age, Solomon addressed youth about the importance of honoring God. 

Remembering our Creator in the days of our youth allows us to create good spiritual habits. 
We should take advantage of the opportunities those years bring to worship and serve 
the Lord. In Ecclesiastes 12:1 Solomon wrote, “Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I 
have no pleasure in them.” As we age we have less vitality. We may still have a heart set 
on honoring God, but we are simply not capable of giving God as much as we would like.

We should give our very best to the Lord during the days of our youth. Some youth 
decide to spend time right after high school dedicating themselves completely to the 
Lord. Some use this time to work in their local churches, while others look for ways to 
minister overseas. While some youth delay college entry to simply “find themselves,” 
these passionate young people purposefully sacrifice their lives to honor the Lord.

 »  How can we impress upon young people the importance of remembering their Creator 
during their youth?
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C. Throughout Your Entire Life
Many people who grew up in church may not have given a year of their life to the 

Lord as a young person, but they likely worked in various ministries and stayed active 
in honoring God. Continuing this pattern can be difficult when employer and family 
demands take up more and more time as we age. Nevertheless, we need to continue 
to focus our energies on honoring the Lord. On a daily basis, we should be honoring 
the Lord through right living. When we are living epistles, we may reach those who 
would never be willing to hear our testimony.

We should be strong examples of honoring the Lord throughout our lives. Ecclesiastes 
12 focuses on the aging process when eyesight dims and the body starts to deteriorate. 
When we honor the Lord with our lives, we will be honored. Many seasoned saints can 
no longer run the aisles, and their voices are not as powerful as they used to be. Their 
churches, however, revere them because they remember their sacrifices and their 
testimonies. They have a great legacy because they honored the Lord.

 »  Think about the legacy of some of the seasoned saints in your church. Why do others 
respect and honor them?

II. FEAR THE LORD
We must also fear the Lord by showing proper reverence for the things of God. Proverbs 

1:7 states, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise 
wisdom and instruction.” We should seek wisdom and continue to learn throughout 
our lives. The books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes are categorized as Wisdom Books. We 
should read these books and discover the wisdom that comes from fearing the Lord.

Some people commit to reading one chapter of Proverbs each day of the month. 
Since Proverbs has 31 chapters, this approach works well in most months. The Book 
of Ecclesiastes can also teach us to show proper reverence for the Lord. The book 
records all of Solomon’s efforts to achieve greatness. The king should have feared the 
Lord more. He started off well by building a house for God. His fear for the Lord later 
waned as he began building houses for false gods in order to please his many wives. 

A. Make Honoring God a Priority
If someone as great as Solomon could fall into such error, we should be diligent 

in fearing the Lord and making honoring the Lord a priority. Solomon may have had 
good intentions when he married his many wives. His goal was likely to achieve peace 
by marrying women from other countries. However, what may have been politically 
expedient was not spiritually wise.

Sometimes we assume that the logical course of action is the wisest thing to do. 
That is not always the case. On two different occasions in Proverbs we read, “There 
is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” 
(Proverbs 14:12; 16:25). If we fear the Lord, we will be able to look past what seems 
right and look to the Lord for direction.
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 »  How can we learn to trust the Lord and honor His desires when we feel they may differ 
from the most logical course of action?

B. Respect Him and His Ways
Fearing the Lord means respecting the Lord and His ways. Many people will say 

they love the Lord. However, they do not show proper respect for Him through faithful 
church attendance, prayer, and Bible reading. Some claim to love the Lord, but they 
do not honor Him with their tithes and offerings.

Others who claim to revere the Lord believe the ways of the Lord are old-fashioned. 
Things like obedience and submission were fine for their great-grandparents, but 
they only want to focus on independence and freedom. These individuals have 
allowed the lie of the enemy to make them believe they can respect the Lord even if 
they do not keep His ways. They are not living a life that honors the Lord.

III. OBEY THE LORD
Those who honor the Lord will obey His commandments. Jesus made things very 

simple in John 14:15 when he said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” We 
can claim we love the Lord and we respect the Lord; however, if we are not obeying 
the Lord, then we do not truly love Him. When we find ourselves disobeying God, we 
must check ourselves and work to return to the right path. 

Some deceive themselves into believing they love the Lord because they sacrifice 
for Him. I Samuel 15:22 states, “to obey is better than sacrifice.” Sacrifice by itself 
does not mean we love the Lord. In I Corinthians 13:3 Paul wrote, “And though I 
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and 
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.” Sacrifice must be coupled with love. Those 
who sacrifice for the Lord out of a loving heart of obedience truly honor the Lord.

 »  How can we grow in the Lord and get to the point where our obedience is not merely a 
concern for following rules but is born out of a heart of love?

A. Make God’s Commands a Priority
We must all make God’s commands a priority in our lives. Sometimes obeying the 

Lord seems easy. We feel like we could walk through the gates of Hell and come out 
untainted and unsinged. On other occasions we find ourselves in a time of temptation. 
We should not despair. Even Jesus faced the temptation of Satan in the wilderness.

During these times we must put forth the extra effort to prioritize obeying the 
commandments of God. Like Jesus, we should rely on Scripture, quoting it to overcome 
sin and the enemy. We should also think about why we want to obey the Lord. We 
are not merely obeying the Lord because we are rule-followers. We are obeying God 
because we love Him and want to keep His commandments. Sometimes we have to 
force ourselves to obey because it is the right thing to do. However, we should all be 
striving for obedience out of a heart of love.
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B. Whatever He Asks of You
If we love the Lord, we will be willing to do whatever He asks of us. And if we are 

focused on keeping the Lord’s commands out of love instead of blind obedience, we 
will find it easy to do what the Lord asks. In Matthew 11:29–30 Jesus said, “Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Obeying the Lord 
does not have to be a burden for us.

If we find we are having difficulty doing what the Lord asks of us, we should give 
ourselves to prayer and fasting. Making ourselves subject to the Lord will open our 
minds and hearts to the opportunities the Lord has before us. When Joseph was 
in the pit, Potiphar’s house, and the prison, he did not know his obedience would 
matter. He could have easily decided obeying God was not worth it. But because 
Joseph was willing to be obedient and do what the Lord asked, God promoted him. 
Because he honored the Lord, the Lord honored him.

 »  Think of times when you obeyed the Lord even though no one knew about the temptations 
you faced. Why did you obey anyway? What rewards were the result of your obedience?

IV. THE CONCLUSION OF THE MATTER
Solomon had a desire to honor the Lord, but he did not always succeed in showing 

the proper respect to God. In the Book of Ecclesiastes, he recorded how he wrestled 
with various issues in life. He talked about seeking pleasure. In other cases he 
seemed a bit cynical, especially when he considered the fact that his successor may 
undo all the good he had done.

As we read Ecclesiastes, we see Solomon trying to figure out life. At the end of the 
book, he offered an answer. After all his struggles in life, he wrote in Ecclesiastes 
12:13–14, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work 
into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” We 
owe a great debt to Solomon for finding this wisdom. Even though he was blessed 
with the gift of wisdom, it took him a lifetime of struggle to come to this conclusion; 
therefore, we should heed his words.

 » Why do you think wise King Solomon struggled to come to this conclusion?

A. The Whole Duty of Man
We can all think of various reasons for our existence. Wise men and philosophers 

have debated the topic. Solomon explains our existence very succinctly, telling us it 
is everyone’s responsibility to fear the Lord and keep His commandments. If we have 
a life based on these two things, then we can expect to have success. God knows 
everything about us; therefore, we should be careful to do the right thing even if we 
think our actions are hidden from everyone else.
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B. Honor and Obey
Those who honor and obey the Lord will reap tremendous benefits. Some rewards 

will come in this life; others will be reserved for the life to come. We honor the Lord 
by fearing Him and keeping His commandments. Far too many people have chosen 
to dishonor God. Unbelievers who once showed reverence to God are now hurling 
insults at the name of Jesus. We should put forth extra effort to properly honor the 
Lord in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.

 »  Why do you think people do not honor the Lord like they once did? What must be done 
to help change their hearts and minds?

         INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Honor is an essential part of the armed forces. A soldier who will not salute a 

commanding officer or show reverence for the flag of his or her country is not worthy 
to wear the uniform. Although soldiers must pass tests by demonstrating physical 
ability, marksmanship, and other skills, no one becomes a soldier who cannot show 
honor and respect to others. A soldier who lacks honor will flee during battle because 
he or she has no respect for the lives of the other soldiers.

A soldier’s salute may seem arbitrary and unimportant to the casual observer. 
However, the soldier’s willingness to express honor and humility before others means 
the soldier is serious about sacrificing life and well-being for others. A soldier who 
cannot raise a hand to salute should not raise a gun in battle. Even if the soldier had 
protected the nation from enemies, the motives would have been impure because 
the soldier refused to act with honor.

The armed forces take honor so seriously that any soldier who does not show 
proper respect for others will be dishonorably discharged. Those who honor others 
through sacrifice and commitment in the face of incredible odds are given medals. 
Even when receiving medals, these soldiers are so honorable that they feel as though 
they do not deserve them. When asked about their medals, they will say, “I was just 
doing the right thing” or “I was just doing what anyone else would have done.” Their 
attitudes show honor and humility, which go hand in hand.

We should have the same attitude as honorable soldiers. We fight the good fight 
of faith, but we must do it with honor. We must maintain proper attitudes and show 
reverence and obedience to the Lord. There will be times in our journey that our 
heavenly Commander’s orders do not seem to make sense. However, if we are acting 
out of honor, we will still follow these commands. Hopefully we can at least get the 
conclusion of the matter right: we must fear God and keep His commandments. In 
the end we will be rewarded with a crown. Like honorable soldiers who dismiss their 
own exploits, we will cast our crowns at the feet of Jesus.

 »  What is something you do to honor the Lord that others would think is unnecessary? 
Why do you think it is important for you? 
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Song of Solomon 2:4

He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.

           LESSON TEXT 
Song of Solomon 2:10–13, 16–17

10 My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away.
11 For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone;
12 The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice 

of the turtle is heard in our land;
13 The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a good 

smell.
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.

. . . . .
16 My beloved is mine, and I am his: he feedeth among the lilies.
17 Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe
or a young hart upon the mountains of Bether.

Genesis 2:15–18, 21–23
15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to 

keep it. 
16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest 

freely eat: 
17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day 

that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
18 And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an 

help meet for him.
. . . . .

21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one 
of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 

22 And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought 
her unto the man. 

23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called 
Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

FOCUS THOUGHT
Part of the goodness of creation is the goodness of relationships.

The Goodness of Relationships

Lesson 11
November 11, 2018
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
Relationships can become extremely 

complicated. When two lives become intertwined, 
and either friendship or romance is developed, 
guards begin to drop and reality emerges. 
Reality reveals weaknesses and strengths in 
our behaviors, attitudes, and temperaments. In 
addition, these revelations further emphasize 
the differences between individuals. And it is 
those differences and our reaction to those 
differences that can either bring quick cohesion 
or friction. All relationships experience some 
level of friction, which will, in turn, present 
difficulties for those in the relationships.

Through the development of healthy, godly 
relationships, the love of God is revealed from 
one individual to another. Individuals learn 
grace, compassion, and patience—all virtues 
and attributes of God Himself. God chose 
relationships to reveal these things, which gives 
us reason to build relationships regardless 
of the friction they may bring. To miss out on 
relationships is to miss out on the goodness of 
God through those close connections.

        OUTLINE
 I. GOD CALLED HIS CREATION GOOD

A.  God Created Life and Living Things and 
Called Them Good

B.  God Called Man’s Lack of Human 
Relationship Not Good

 II. GOD CREATED RELATIONSHIPS
A. Relationships Are Not Free of Problems
B. The Difficulties of Relationships

 III.  GOD DESIRES FOR US TO EXPERIENCE 
THE GOODNESS OF RELATIONSHIPS

A.  God Placed a Desire for Relationship 
within Us

B. His Banner over Us Is Love

         CULTURE CONNECTION
THE KEY TO EFFECTIVE EVANGELISM

“Postmodern evangelism . . . can be summarized in one word: relationships. 
According to the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 80% of adults coming to faith 
in Jesus Christ do so as a result of the influence of a friend . . . churches in mission to 
postmoderns must organize around relationships—relationships with God, with each 
other, with the community, and with creation.

“Steve Stroope, pastor of Lake Point Church in Rockwall, Texas, expects each of his 
members to maintain a list of three non-Christian friends for whom they are praying 
and seeking to lead to faith. Gated churches, insulated from nonbelievers, are the least 
able to lead postmoderns to a living faith. The seat of the soul is not inside or outside a 
person, but the place where people overlap” (SoulTsunami, Leonard Sweet).

If you are wondering how to build relationships, let Paul give the answer. “Bear ye 
one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). Nothing will 
establish a relationship quicker than offering to help someone who is burdened down 
with responsibilities with which they are unable to cope. Expressions of concern and 
offering to pray for them is a good start. Being willing to carry part of the load, whatever 
that involves, will be something that identifies you as a disciple of Jesus Christ and 
fulfills the command given to us in God’s Word.
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. GOD CALLED HIS CREATION GOOD
In each act of Creation, God stepped back to observe His handiwork and declare 

the goodness of everything He had made. Day after day the same refrain appears in 
Genesis, stating God’s recognition of the goodness of creation. Whenever life gets 
us down and our view of the world is colored by negative feelings and thoughts, 
we would do well to take a step back and observe the multitude of blessings God 
fashioned for us in Genesis 1.

A. God Created Life and Living Things and Called Them Good
Sometimes, however, we need the perspective of others to help us truly appreciate 

all the wonders of God. When we find ourselves caught up in the hustle and bustle of 
life, our vision of God’s creation may be tainted by fatigue, frustration, and feelings of 
isolation. However, talking to a friend, spouse, family member, or brother or sister in 
Christ may change the way we see things. When we look through the eyes of others, 
we can truly appreciate the goodness of the Lord.

The goodness of the Lord provides us with two key ingredients for happiness: 
a sense of purpose and a desire for friends. Genesis 2:15–18 reveals these two 
essential needs. First, God imbued Adam with a purpose. He was to keep the Garden 
and tend it. While some equate work with the sin of Adam and Eve, the reality is that 
God wanted to give humanity a sense of accomplishment. We all have an innate 
desire to work toward achieving goals.

We often do our best work as part of a team. That is one of many reasons God 
created relationships. Although we all have individual callings, the Lord has 
designed the body of Christ so each member can contribute to the overall prosperity 
of the kingdom of God. The church can reach more people and fulfill its mission to 
evangelize the world through teamwork and strong relationships.

When our work is completed, we need time for fellowship. The fun, food, and 
laughter we share energizes us to continue our work the next day. Without these 
down times, we would not appreciate our calling or work as much as we should. 
Family and friends provide the reasons for us to wake up in the morning and go about 
our tasks. Relationships are essential. We cannot survive without others.

 »  Think about a time when a friend was there for you during a difficult situation. Why 
was this friend so important to you during your time of need?

B. God Called Man’s Lack of Human Relationship Not Good
Relationships are important. From the very beginning of Creation, God declared 

it was not good for humanity to be alone. The Lord recognized Adam’s need for 
companionship and thus created Eve. The wisdom in marital relationships can be 
seen in the Book of Proverbs, which describes marriage as a good thing that creates 
favor with the Lord. (See Proverbs 18:22.) In fact, wedding dates in Israel often 
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connect the goodness of marriage to the goodness of creation. Many Israeli couples 
choose Tuesday as their wedding day because God twice declared the third day of 
Creation to be good (Genesis 1:10, 12).

Marriages are strengthened when couples set aside moments to spend quality 
time with each other. Special trips help to renew the bond between husband and 
wife. No matter the season when the trip occurs, the togetherness will create the 
same feeling of refreshment that comes each spring.

These times will benefit the couple and help them achieve their goals. Ecclesiastes 
4:9 states, “Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their 
labour.” A couple can work together and achieve great things for the kingdom of 
God. Those who are contemplating marriage should ask themselves, What can 
we accomplish together for the kingdom of God that we cannot accomplish alone? 
Individuals in godly relationships who are committed to each other can build strong 
families. Strong families, in turn, build stronger churches. 

While marriages reduce stress and contribute to the health of an individual, other 
relationships are also important. We need friendship to make the good times better 
and the bad times less painful. Romans 12:15 states, “Rejoice with them that do 
rejoice, and weep with them that weep.” Our accomplishments will not mean as 
much if we do not have friends to share in our joy. Knowing we have others to lean 
on during times of crisis is key to surviving difficult moments. In fact, sometimes a 
friend can help us more than anyone else—even members of our own family.

 »  We often make time for celebrations with friends, but we sometimes draw back and give 
people space when we know they are hurting. Even though we are good at rejoicing 
with them that rejoice, how we can do better about weeping with them that weep?

II. GOD CREATED RELATIONSHIPS

A. Relationships Are Not Free of Problems
While relationships bring a great deal of joy to our lives, they can also be 

problematic. Love and friendship open us up to the possibility of deep wounds and 
the bitter sting of betrayal. Some have suffered so greatly from the disloyalty of a 
friend that they have difficulty forming positive new relationships. They keep others 
at arm’s length. They will do anything to avoid being hurt again. 

Many times the problems in relationships arise because we invest so much in 
another person. We care deeply for that person, and we come to rely on that person. 
That person provides us with companionship, times for fun and fellowship, as well 
as a shoulder to cry on and an ear to listen. We must guard our friendships against 
petty arguments that are fed by pride.

 » What do you think are the essential keys for building good friendships?
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In many cases the strength of a relationship can wane because of neglect. We 
must exercise due diligence to maintain friendships. We must also seek to determine 
the most essential relationships in our lives. With social media sites like Facebook 
allowing us to collect many friends, we must be careful not to lose focus on the 
friendships we most want to cultivate and grow. While we may have five thousand 
friends on Facebook, we may find we have few close friends. Nurturing these 
relationships and making time for them is important to our present and future health.

 » How has social media redefined friendship? 
 »  What are the positives and negatives of having friends on social media sites like 

Facebook, Twitter, and others?

B. The Difficulties of Relationships
David and Jonathan had one of the most celebrated friendships in history. Yet 

they struggled to maintain their bond because of Saul’s death wish for David. The 
men had differences of opinion about Saul’s true motives. They were both headed 
different directions in life; nevertheless, they held fast to their friendship. The oath 
between them allowed their friendship to continue beyond Jonathan’s death when 
David took in Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth.

If one of the greatest friendships of all time had difficulties, we can expect to face 
some challenges and pitfalls in our own relationships. However, not all problems in 
friendships are deal-breakers. We would do well to remember the wisdom in Proverbs 
27:6, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.” If a 
friend wounds us, it is often with the best intentions. The friend desires to help us even 
though the words used may seem harmful. Sometimes only a true friend can correct us. 
While many of us will ignore the advice of a pastor, a counselor, or an acquaintance, 
we will listen to a friend. In the end, the hurt a friend inflicts can be for our own good. 

 »  How would you approach a friend who you knew was headed down the wrong path 
spiritually? What advice would you give?

We must be willing to accept the correction of a friend. A friend is not only someone 
to have fun times with, but a friend can also be someone who holds us accountable. 
Our willingness to trust a friend’s advice and take it to heart will reveal we truly value 
that person as a friend. We cannot begin to view a friend as an enemy simply because 
the friend challenges us.

As a friend, we need to weigh our words carefully. Sometimes a friend needs a word 
of correction to avoid a serious mistake. At other times, a friend just needs someone 
to listen. While we would like to solve a friend’s problems, sometimes we need to 
incorporate the wisdom of Ecclesiastes 3:7 and realize there is “a time to keep silence, 
and a time to speak.” If we allow the Lord to lead us, we will know whether we should 
speak or simply listen.

AD F18 TM.indd   79 5/24/18   7:55 AM



80

 »  Since all friendships can face difficulties, how can we get past rough patches with our 
friends and strengthen the bonds we have?

III. GOD DESIRES FOR US TO EXPERIENCE THE GOODNESS OF RELATIONSHIPS

A. God Placed a Desire for Relationship within Us
Friendship is important because God never intended for us to be alone. We need 

fellowship, and we need to be part of a community. The church is a wonderful place 
to develop friendships. We can interact with like-minded believers and discover 
other connections through common interests and hobbies. 

We cannot underestimate the value of friendship to our spirituality and well-being. It 
is good to take time to fellowship with others. The meals we share after church are an 
important part of the complete package the Lord has for us in the church. God wants us to 
pray together, sing together, and worship together. But He also wants us to eat together, 
laugh together, play games together, and build lasting friendships in the family of God.

 »  Who are some individuals in your life who would benefit from a time of fellowship? 
How can you make your time together meaningful?

The Bible speaks of many great friendships. Paul and Barnabas were two friends who 
evangelized the world together. Barnabas vouched for Paul and accepted him when 
others viewed him with suspicion because of his crimes against the church. These two 
friends eventually parted ways. Barnabas wanted to help the ministry of John Mark 
much like he had helped the ministry of Paul. Paul, however, disagreed. The men split. 
Paul joined up with Silas, and they experienced a great miracle in the Macedonian 
jail. Because of Barnabas’ friendship, John Mark became a valuable individual in the 
kingdom of God. Later, even Paul could not deny his worth. (See II Timothy 4:11.) 

Sometimes God allows friends to part ways because He wants to lead individuals 
in different directions. Paul no longer needed the support of Barnabas as much as he 
once did. His parting with Barnabas opened a ministry opportunity for Silas. Barnabas 
had probably accomplished all he could with Paul. He was ready to assist John Mark. 

These instances show that friendship is good despite the difficulties that may 
arise. Paul and Barnabas did not go it alone after they parted company. They found 
new friendships and continued the work of the ministry. Even Jesus sent out His 
disciples two by two. As we prepare to effect great change in the world for the Lord, 
we would do well to have friends by our side who will encourage us on our journey.

 »  Sometimes our calling draws us away from old friends and into new friendships. How can 
we be respectful of these old friendships even though we realize we are growing apart?

B. His Banner over Us Is Love
To sustain our friendships, we must take heed to the Word of God. Even when we 

experience trying times with our friends, hopefully we can remember Hebrews 13:1, “Let 
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brotherly love continue.” The Lord wants to bring all of us together under the banner of 
love. When we look out into the world, we see many different flags flying. The United 
Nations features the flags of many of the countries of the world. Each state or province 
has its own flag. Corporations and sports teams have logos emblazoned on banners. 

God wants to unite all of us under the banner of His love. God wants to bring 
together people from different nations who speak different languages and unite them 
under the banner of love. The Lord desires to draw together people with different 
occupations and interests under the same banner of love.

 » How can we cultivate friendships with individuals from different cultures?

The banner of love is not merely symbolic. Jesus set an example of friendship and 
love for us, so we would learn to love each other. Jesus commanded us to love one 
another as He loved us. (See John 15:12.) He gave us the greatest model of love by 
dying for us: “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends” (John 15:13). Although few of us will be called to give our lives for our friends, 
we may have to lay down our pride and our ego in order to be better friends.

Even though we have friends on this earth, we must make time for our friendship 
with Jesus. The blessing of friendship with Jesus is very important because Jesus 
could have allowed us to simply be His servants. Jesus, however, wanted a much 
stronger relationship with us (John 15:15). In addition to calling us His friends, Jesus 
reiterated His primary message of love: “This is my commandment, That ye love one 
another, as I have loved you” (John 15:17).

The second great commandment is to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. We 
cannot neglect to love others. We need friendship. We need companionship. We 
need fellowship.

         INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Far too often the world has marched under the banner of hate. The Nazis created a 

flag of hate that featured a swastika. Guided by an intense loathing for those who did 
not fit their ideals, they killed and imprisoned others. Millions of Jews died during 
the Holocaust because of Hitler’s banner of hate. If the Nazis could accomplish so 
much evil under a banner of hate, how much can the church accomplish under the 
banner of God’s love?

Not only do we live under this banner, but we are the ambassadors of love in the 
world. We represent the love of Jesus Christ to all we come in contact with on this 
earth. Therefore, we must seek out lasting friendships. We must love the friendless. 
We must show love and compassion even to those who seem the least deserving 
of mercy. We must realize that even the most sinful and despicable people can be 
miraculously transformed if they fall under the banner of God’s love.

 »  Sometimes it seems there is a lot of hate in the world. How can we show more love in 
the world?
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        FOCUS VERSE  
Song of Solomon 8:7

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a man would give all the 
substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned.

        LESSON TEXT 
Song of Solomon 8:5–7

5 Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved? I raised thee 
up under the apple tree: there thy mother brought thee forth: there she brought thee forth that 
bare thee.

6 Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love is strong as death;
jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement 

flame.
7 Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a man would give all 

the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned.

Ephesians 5:21–28
21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.
22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 
23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he 

is the saviour of the body. 
24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands 

in every thing. 
25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 
26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 

such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth 

himself.

FOCUS THOUGHT
Through His own love for us, God has shown us how to love in marriage.

The Sacredness of Marriage

Lesson 12
November 18, 2018
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
A family migrated to the United States, and 

their new neighbors wanted to show their 
hospitality by including them in community 
events. The next such occasion happened to be 
a bridal shower. The women in the family were 
excited to be invited to the shower, but they 
were not expecting a party. They interpreted the 
word shower very literally. In their country, ritual 
baths were given to brides to prepare them for 
the wedding. The immigrants were shocked to 
see shower attendees raining gifts on the bride 
instead of cleansing her with water.

The women’s preconceived ideas and the 
reality of their new world parallels the shock 
many newlyweds face. Even couples who are 
deeply in love often find themselves adjusting 
to married life. Expectations, hopes, and dreams 
meet the reality of daily living. As a result many 
couples describe their first year of marriage as 
difficult. Those who endure find great blessings. 
When a couple remains faithful and true to each 
other, they realize their commitment goes beyond 
passion and infatuation. They have a strong bond 
that can withstand the test of time—a bond that 
is able to conquer sickness, want, and distress. 

        OUTLINE
 I.  GOD’S LOVE IS THE BASIS AND 

EXAMPLE FOR MARRIAGE

 II. THE SANCTITY OF MARRIAGE

 III.  THE LOVE STORY OF THE SHULAMITE 
GIRL AND THE SHEPHERD

 IV.  LOVE IN MARRIAGE SHOULD STAND 
THE TEST OF TIME

 V. GOD’S LOVE IS AN EVERLASTING LOVE

         CULTURE CONNECTION
LEGAL, BUT UNSCRIPTURAL

“In the United States, same-sex marriage is legal in all states, Washington, D.C., as well 
as all U.S. territories except American Samoa . . . the United States Supreme Court ruled 
in Obergefell v. Hodges that state-level bans on same-sex marriage are unconstitutional. 
The court ruled that the denial of marriage licenses to same-sex couples and the refusal 
to recognize those marriages performed in other jurisdictions violates the Due Process 
and the Equal Protection clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States 
Constitution. The ruling overturned a 1972 precedent, Baker v. Nelson” (“Same-sex 
marriage in the United States,” Wikipedia, accessed July 21, 2017).

Marriage is the oldest tradition of the family and was established back in the Garden 
of Eden by the Lord Himself. “For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, 
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. . . . let every one of 
you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence 
her husband” (Ephesians 5:31, 33). Although in same-sex unions they may call their 
counterpart “husband” or “wife,” the personal pronouns in these two verses preclude 
that. Even though society may approve, the Scriptures sanction only one type of 
marriage: that between one man and one woman.
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
Song of Solomon 8:7 reveals the power of love: “Many waters cannot quench love, 

neither can the floods drown it: if a man would give all the substance of his house 
for love, it would utterly be contemned.” People often say they would do anything or 
give anything for love. They would give up their wealth or their fame. Song of Solomon 
shows these individuals do not truly understand love. Love is worth far more than 
money or possessions. Love is so powerful it is not worthy to be equated with such 
mundane things. Perhaps Solomon proclaimed that love could not be compared to 
worldly valuables because so many of his relationships were based on his wealth 
and his political alliances. Perhaps his vision of love had become tainted.

 »  In a world full of love songs, romance novels, and matchmaking websites, how can we 
help people understand the true meaning of love?

I. GOD’S LOVE IS THE BASIS AND EXAMPLE FOR MARRIAGE
The Bible calls on husbands to emulate Christ’s love for the church. Ephesians 5 

says husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself 
for it. Ephesians also beckons wives to submit themselves to their husbands. Many 
couples who look at Ephesians 5 often focus so much on the submission aspect 
of marriage that they neglect to consider a key truth present in God’s blueprint for 
marriage. Couples who are willing to take a deeper look will discover that true love—
the love of God—is rooted in self-sacrifice.

John 15:13 declares, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends.” Jesus’ examples of sacrifice and friendship are two 
important aspects couples should consider in their relationships. Individuals in a 
marriage must be willing to give of themselves to create something greater. Many 
in the modern world may wish to retain their independence instead of being wholly 
committed to becoming something new through the union of marriage. Others focus 
on the sexual aspects of becoming one flesh and neglect to consider that the bond 
between a married couple should go beyond sexual desire. Couples should enjoy 
marital intimacy, but they should also strive for unity in mind, heart, and spirit.

 »  In a world that is increasingly focused on pleasing one’s self, how can we show self-
sacrifice in our relationships with God and others?

II. THE SANCTITY OF MARRIAGE
Couples must protect this unity by staying faithful to each other. Marriage is a 

sacred bond between one man and one woman. Hebrews 13:4 declares, “Marriage 
is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God 
will judge.” Lustful thoughts and adultery can destroy a marriage. Therefore, both 
husband and wife must be vigilant to stay loyal to each other. They must avoid 
temptation and be aware of the weaknesses of the flesh. 
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Couples should also sanctify their marriage through prayer and Bible reading. 
When people discuss “the sanctity of marriage,” they often believe it merely refers 
to faithfulness to each other. However, this fidelity also requires faithfulness to God. 
Couples should sanctify their marriage through the truth of the Word of God. (See 
John 17:17.) They should read and discuss the Word of God together. They should pray 
together. They should look for opportunities to minister together.

Husbands and wives will strengthen their connection by honoring each other. The 
husband shows love and honor to his wife by being willing to sacrifice himself for her. A 
husband who states that he would be willing to die for his wife should also look for ways 
to show this love on a daily basis by sacrificing his pride, by avoiding a complaining 
attitude that can slowly kill a wife’s spirit, and by giving of his time to his wife. A husband 
who does so will not only have a better relationship with his wife, he will be at peace 
with himself. Ephesians 5:28 states, “He that loveth his wife loveth himself.”

 »  We often hear about the things that make a relationship work. What are some things 
that can be a hindrance to a happy relationship?

Wives show honor and love by submitting themselves to their husbands. Such 
submission does not mean the wife has no power to act. On the contrary, Proverbs 
31 reveals the authority of women to manage their households and their own 
businesses. When Paul talks about submission, he is encouraging wives to honor 
their husbands. The husband who truly loves his wife and is willing to give his life 
for her will happily receive the honor of his wife and will not use Paul’s teachings on 
submission to become the lord and master of his wife.

Ministers often show the best way for husbands and wives to view their relationship 
by telling the story of God creating Eve from Adam’s rib. God did not form her from man’s 
head to rule over him. God did not make her from man’s feet so he could walk all over 
her. Rather God formed Eve from Adam’s rib so they could walk side by side in harmony. 

 » How can couples improve the harmony in their relationship?

III. THE LOVE STORY OF THE SHULAMITE GIRL AND THE SHEPHERD
Harmony can be found by looking at the principles of marriage in the Bible. Many 

couples looking for marital advice in the Scripture often gravitate toward the Song 
of Solomon because it is one of the few books of the Bible that discusses romantic 
love in depth. In fact, some rabbis believed it was far too carnal to be included 
among the books of the Bible. Some argued for its place in Scripture by interpreting 
it allegorically because it showed the Lord’s affection for Israel. One rabbi rejected 
the notion that Song of Solomon should not be in the Canon. He referred to it as one 
of the holiest books of all. The fact that the book can be used to discuss both the love 
of God for His people and the love between a man and a woman may make it much 
more sacred than some are willing to admit.
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Scholars have offered various interpretations of the text. Some believe the 
Shulamite was in love with a shepherd. She had something in common with him 
because they both kept the sheep. There were many barriers to their love, such as 
walls, gates, and doors. The greatest threat to their love proved to be their king. 
Some believe Solomon separated the Shulamite from her beloved when he whisked 
away the shepherd’s one and only to be one of his many wives.

Others believe the Shulamite was Solomon’s first love. She was given the name 
Shulamite after marrying him because Shulamite is the feminine form of Solomon. 
In spite of their love, Solomon attempted to shepherd his people and create peace 
by making marriages through political alliances. Perhaps the Song of Solomon is 
a reflection on Solomon’s one true love and a lament for a love lost to his political 
mechanizations. He neglected his beloved because he was too busy running his 
kingdom. In the end perhaps the wise king preferred to be a fool for love because he 
had squandered a gift far greater than the riches he possessed. 

 »  In the early stages of a relationship, a couple pursues their love for each other. As 
their relationship matures, they pursue other things in life. How can couples balance 
their pursuit of love with their pursuit of the necessities of life?

IV. LOVE IN MARRIAGE SHOULD STAND THE TEST OF TIME
Solomon’s love for the Shulamite could not withstand the test of time because he 

became too distracted in his quest for more riches and influence. Modern couples 
should view the wise king’s plight as a warning. Husbands and wives can become far 
too busy building their own kingdoms and chasing opportunities that they neglect 
each other. They may tell themselves their pursuits are for the good of their marriage 
and their children; however, they may one day realize their desires were misplaced. 
Proverbs 15:17 states, “Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox 
and hatred therewith.” Having more possessions does not always result in increased 
affection between a husband and wife. Sometimes the acquisition of wealth can 
bankrupt a marriage.

 »  An old saying tells us money cannot buy happiness. Even though many people know 
the truth of the statement, why do they get caught up in chasing wealth?

Couples should focus on enjoying each other rather than taking pleasure in wealth 
or possessions. In Ecclesiastes 9:9, Solomon provided sound advice for enjoying 
marriage: “Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy 
vanity, which he hath given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is 
thy portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest under the sun.” Perhaps 
Solomon was thinking of the Shulamite when he penned these words. He remembered 
the joy they felt together. The fact that he referenced the “wife whom thou lovest” may 
show he only truly loved the Shulamite out of all the wives he married.
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Solomon sought greatness and fame; however, in the end, he knew the Shulamite 
was his portion in this life. He had undertaken many labors under the sun. He had 
lived a life that would be the envy of most people, but he ultimately recognized that 
his life was incomplete because he had not nurtured and appreciated his relationship 
with the Shulamite. 

Sometimes couples can become too caught up in pursuing things rather than each 
other. They fail to realize they have the greatest reward right beside them. Even the 
most loving of couples need to be reminded of the importance of maintaining and 
protecting their love for each other. They should set aside time to renew and rekindle 
their love so it will last.

They should heed the lesson of Solomon who appeared to have experienced one 
of the greatest loves of all time. The book entitled Song of Solomon is also known as 
Song of Songs. Like King of kings and Lord of lords, Song of Songs is a way to show 
the superlative in Hebrew. Therefore, Song of Songs is the greatest song of all. Yet 
Solomon’s masterpiece of love may have transformed into a lament for a love he 
failed to maintain. The splendor of his palace could not compare to her. The beauty 
and majesty of the Queen of Sheba could not hold a candle to the shepherd girl who 
became his Shulamite. All his gold and silver lost its luster and value in her presence.

 » Solomon is known for his wisdom. Why do you think he failed to be wise in love?

V. GOD’S LOVE IS AN EVERLASTING LOVE
Couples must share time with each other and make time to be in the presence of 

God. Husbands and wives are to emulate the love of God in their marriages. As a 
result, they also become examples of the love of God for others. In every aspect of 
our lives, we are challenged to love others as God loved us. The Lord calls us to love 
our neighbors, our brothers and sisters in Christ, our families, and even our enemies. 
We find parallels between the Father’s love for us, the love we feel for our children, 
and the love we receive as children. Despite the power of all of these relationships, 
God chose the marriage between a husband and a wife as the perfect metaphor to 
reveal the everlasting love Christ has for the church. 

When husbands love their wives as Christ loved the church, they are embodying 
His love for others to see. When wives respect the will of godly husbands and follow 
their leadership, they serve as strong examples of how the church should be subject 
to Christ. Husbands and wives are not mere partners in a relationship: they are living 
epistles of the love Christ has for the church.

The love of God endured the test of time. In the Old Testament, the Lord constantly 
wooed the wayward Israelites, attempting to bring them back in right relationship 
with Him. Even though they often went off and served other gods, the Lord maintained 
His covenant with them. Some might even say the Lord went beyond the bonds of His 
covenant because of the Israelites’ sin. It is not unreasonable to say the Lord could 
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have found them in breach of contract and terminated the relationship. However, God’s 
steadfastness in the face of betrayal showed that His intentions were not fleeting—neither 
was His love for Israel something that could be quenched. The love God demonstrated 
to Israel showed that the covenant was not simply an agreement between two parties. 
Rather it was a strong commitment fueled by the everlasting love of God. 

God’s love drove Him to manifest Himself in the flesh and die on the cross for the 
sins of all humanity. In doing so the Lord extended His covenant to all sinners who 
would heed the call to repentance and have the blood of Jesus applied to their lives. 
Repentance, baptism in the name of Jesus, and the infilling of the Holy Ghost are all 
essential parts of every believer’s relationship with Christ.

 »  Why do you think God continues to love us in spite of all our shortcomings? What can 
we do to be more pleasing to the Lord?

         INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
To maintain their relationship with God, believers must advance beyond mere lip 

service to the relationship. They must go beyond talking about their love for God and 
show it through their actions. They can find a good example of a solid relationship by 
looking at the marriage of Elizabeth and Robert Browning. 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning is famous for writing many poems. One of her most 
well-known works is “Sonnet 43,” also known as “How Do I Love Thee?” The poem 
reflects the power of love to endure even beyond death. Rather than simply writing 
about love, Browning knew true love. Although her father did not want any of his 
children to marry, Elizabeth fell in love with fellow poet Robert Browning. They began 
their relationship through correspondence and then started seeing each other.

Browning felt great affection for Elizabeth, but she did not wish to burden him 
with a wife who suffered from various infirmities. At first she refused his desire for 
marriage. His persistence and love for her eventually triumphed over her objections. 
The couple moved to Italy hoping it would improve Elizabeth’s health. Although both 
Elizabeth and Robert achieved acclaim for their poems, the story of their love may 
outshine anything either one of them wrote.

How sad it would have been for Elizabeth Barrett Browning to have written about 
love while never having experienced it or acted upon it. She overcame the adversity 
of her illnesses and the issues with her father to find true love. Her love was not 
simply contained in a series of poems. She lived that love with her husband, Robert.

As believers we must be very careful to maintain our love for the Lord and not 
allow it to wane in times of trouble. For it is the love of God that will sustain us. Many 
waters cannot quench God’s love for us. Sickness cannot destroy it. A lack of wealth 
or possessions cannot stop it. Nothing can consume the love the Lord has for us.

 » What steps can you take to show your love for the Lord and maintain it?
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Proverbs 4:7

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.

           LESSON TEXT 
Job 12:12–13

12 With the ancient is wisdom; and in length of days understanding.
13 With him is wisdom and strength, he hath counsel and understanding.

Ecclesiastes 9:13–18
13 This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it seemed great unto me: 
14 There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and 

besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it: 
15 Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet 

no man remembered that same poor man. 
16 Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: nevertheless the poor man’s wisdom is 

despised, and his words are not heard. 
17 The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among 

fools. 
18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one sinner destroyeth much good.

Song of Solomon 8:5–7
5 Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved? I raised thee 

up under the apple tree: there thy mother brought thee forth: there she brought thee forth that 
bare thee.

6 Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love is strong as death; 
jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement 
flame.

7 Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a man would give all 
the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned.

FOCUS THOUGHT
Children of God should seek to know and understand the high value of wisdom.

The Value of Wisdom

Lesson 13
November 25, 2018
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
There they stood, two mothers grieving over the 

lifeless body of their baby. But Solomon was smart 
enough to know they could not both be mothers of 
the same baby. These two newly minted mothers 
came and demanded to be put on the king’s 
docket because one of them was honest, the other 
was not. One of the mothers accidentally rolled 
over and smothered her baby in the middle of the 
night. It was not malicious, but it happened. And 
while the other mother slept, this mother swapped 
the dead baby with the sleeping mother’s baby, 
claiming the living baby was her baby. 

One of them was the living baby’s biological 
mother; the other was an impostor. Armed with 
wisdom from God, Solomon called for a sword 
and rendered his judgment. “Divide the living 
child in two, and give half to the one, and half to 
the other” (I Kings 3:25).

The baby’s biological mother shrieked, 
“Give her the living child, and in no wise slay 
it” (I Kings 3:26). The imposter grinned, thinking 
she was going to win this case and gain custody, 
but Solomon awarded the baby to the mother 
who cried out, knowing she was the real mother.  

        OUTLINE
 I. THE WISDOM OF JOB

A. Wisdom and Power Belong to God
B. Counsel and Understanding Are His

 II. THE WISDOM OF ECCLESIASTES
A. Wisdom Is Better Than Strength
B.  Many Choose to Rely on Their Own 

Strength Rather Than Submit to Wisdom

 III. THE WISDOM OF SONG OF SOLOMON
A.  God’s Idea of Love Is Better Than Man’s 

Idea of Love
B. God’s Love for Us Is Unchanging

 IV.  THERE IS ETERNAL VALUE IN WISDOM 
AND UNDERSTANDING

         CULTURE CONNECTION
GO TO THE ANT

King Solomon, who studied the marvels of flora and fauna throughout Palestine, 
told us, “Go to the ant.” (See I Kings 4:29–34; Proverbs 6:6.) “What’s their secret? They 
don’t need a king, but they do need to communicate. So their Creator gave them glands 
to lay down ‘scent paths,’ telling coworkers how many should come and what to bring. 
Their abilities put modern military logistics to shame. And there’s not an inhabited 
spot on earth where their message isn’t heard: glorify our maker” (Answers, January–
February 2017, “Listen to the Ants,” Mike Matthews).

Solomon, referring to ants, as well as to other small things, said, “There be four 
things which are little upon the earth, but they are exceeding wise” (Proverbs 30:24). It 
does not matter whether wisdom emanates from an insignificant insect or a significant 
CEO. Wisdom is wisdom. Ironically, the wisdom exhibited by an ant might excel the 
wisdom exhibited by a CEO.

Thankfully, wisdom is not measured in dollars and cents, mostly sense. Neither does 
intelligence quotient dictate the amount of wisdom anything or anyone has. Money 
cannot buy it; universities cannot confer it. Solomon reminded us, “For wisdom is 
better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it” 
(Proverbs 8:11). Oh, the value of wisdom!
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. THE WISDOM OF JOB
Wisdom is one of the precious pearls strung on Scripture’s string. We find wisdom 

sparkling in the oldest book of the Bible, the Book of Job. By Job 12, this once strong, 
wealthy, well-to-do, well-respected, well-connected man named Job had lost his 
oxen, donkeys, servants, farmhands, sheep, shepherds, camels, and his own flesh 
and blood: his sons and daughters. And to add insult to life-altering injury, he had 
been afflicted from head to toe with painful boils that would not let him sit or stand 
without searing pain. 

Three of his closest friends heard of his suffering and came to comfort him, but 
when they arrived, they could just sit in silence for seven days trying to think of what 
to say and when to say it. But Job broke the silence and began to curse the day of his 
birth. When Job finished, his three friends broke their silence and one by one began 
to correct Job for daring to feel the way he felt. They even charged him with some 
heinous sin, else he would not be suffering like he was. 

Job 12:12–13 records for us what we need to remember about wisdom: 
wisdom belongs to God. Job said, “Wisdom is with aged men, and with length of 
days, understanding. With Him are wisdom and strength, He has counsel and 
understanding” (NKJV). Even the wisest of the wise are foolish compared to God. 
Solomon, though he was gifted with divine wisdom to lead God’s people, was foolish 
compared to God. Wisdom belongs to God. 

A. Wisdom and Power Belong to God
Our much-informed society does not automatically create a wiser society, because 

wisdom belongs to God. Just as Job was at his wit’s end looking for wisdom, he 
realized he would not find wisdom anywhere other than from the hand of almighty 
God. As we look for wisdom to know what to do, where to go, how to handle the issues 
and struggles we face in this life, we need to look to God for such wisdom. James 1:5 
promises God will gladly give wisdom to any of us who ask Him for it. Before you fret 
over what to do or how, ask God for the wisdom He alone can give. 

B. Counsel and Understanding Are His
Wisdom has at least two siblings we see named in the Bible. They are counsel 

and understanding. They look alike because they share the same DNA as wisdom. 
Counsel is succinctly defined as advice, and understanding is self-defined. Both 
counsel and understanding also belong to God. Our world does not have the corner 
on the market for wisdom, counsel, or understanding; our God does. When we need 
wisdom, counsel, or understanding, we have access to God who is rich in wisdom, 
counsel, and understanding, and He will give to us what we need when we need it. 

 »  Why did Job’s friends feel the need to give answers for Job’s issues even though they 
did not have answers? Why do people in our day do the same?
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II. THE WISDOM OF ECCLESIASTES

A. Wisdom Is Better Than Strength
In Ecclesiastes 9 the writer refers to a battle fought in the streets of a little city. 

Because the city was small, there were few men in the city. Because there were few 
men, they were grossly outmatched and outmanned. But the city was home to a 
poor, wise man. He did not appear to have military training or means to mount a 
solid defense, but he was armed with wisdom. His wisdom saved his little city with 
its few fighting men from the much larger, highly trained, and heavily armed army. 

This story in Scripture is reminiscent of another story found in history. A cursory 
glance of the American Revolution would reveal the British were easily winning the 
war. As the colonists marched into another battle, few of them marched out. Then 
it all changed. General George Washington knew the key to winning the war was 
winning back Boston, and the key to winning back Boston was taking Dorchester 
Heights. Although he and his colonist compadres were outmanned, outgunned, and 
out-trained, Washington employed wisdom to win the battle. 

He drew British gunfire through a diversion while he and his troops moved their 
battery of cannons up to Dorchester Heights. They moved at night so the British 
would not see them, and they placed hay bales in the path to muffle the sound so 
the British would not hear them. By morning light, they were in position to attack 
the British from a fortified, heightened vantage point. After several days of snowy 
weather, the British troops counted the cost of attacking the hill too high and 
promised to leave if they could leave Boston unscathed. That battle proved one of 
the major turning points of the American Revolution, helping to seal the victory for 
that key battle and ultimately the entire war.

B. Many Choose to Rely on Their Own Strength Rather Than Submit to Wisdom
Although Scripture and history are brimming with stories where wisdom triumphs 

over strength, many still choose to rely on strength. The psalmist said it right, “Some 
trust in chariots, and some in horses; but we will remember the name of the Lord our 
God” (Psalm 20:7, NKJV). Even if you do not have an array of options or an armory of 
weapons at your disposal to win whatever battle you are facing, you always have the 
weapon of wisdom, which God gives to anyone who asks Him. Learn from Solomon. 
Learn from Washington. Wisdom is indeed better than strength.

 » Why do you think people rely more readily on strength than wisdom?
 »  If you are comfortable, give an example of a time when you won a battle through 

wisdom rather than strength.

III. THE WISDOM OF SONG OF SOLOMON
Song of Solomon was written by the wise Solomon about a young lady’s love for 

her beloved. There have been several interpretations of this poetic story, but the 
underlying theme is God’s gift of love as a precious gift between a husband and 
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wife. The young lady began as betrothed, awaiting the day her beloved shepherd 
fiancé would come for her and she would finally be in his embrace. Throughout the 
song there was an opportunity for the young woman to be allured by the pomp and 
popularity that came from being one of the king’s wives. 

As Solomon wooed her and promised her all he had to offer, she rebuffed his 
promises and kept her heart for her beloved. Here is where our world and the Word 
of God part ways. Many in our world would encourage her—even cheer her—to date 
Solomon on the side while waiting for her shepherd fiancé to return. She should 
enjoy the luxuries of the palace life and then make her choice between her two 
admirers when her fiancé came back to town. But this portrait of love is not truly 
love; it may be lust, but it is not love. 

A. God’s Idea of Love Is Better Than Man’s Idea of Love
Love is selfless. Love is patient. Love is longsuffering. Love does not seek its own 

pleasure. Love seeks to bless another before being blessed itself. We find all these 
matchless qualities of love in the thirteenth chapter of I Corinthians. God intended 
love to be a lifelong commitment between one man and one woman to make one 
another happy until death will part them.

 » Why is it wise to embrace the kind of love God intended for us to show?

The end of Song of Solomon testifies to the power of true love. The young lady 
resisted the temptation to be unfaithful to her shepherd fiancé, even at the expense 
of the plush palace life, and she and her fiancé reunited and shared God’s gift of true 
love between a loving husband and a loving wife. Our world would do well to read the 
Bible and heed the Bible’s inspired counsel concerning love. 

There are many who contend Song of Solomon is a metaphor for Christ and the 
church. Whether it is a metaphor or a literal story, the love of God is reflected in the 
story in the Song of Solomon. The love of God far surpasses the love of this world. The 
love of God is sacrificial (John 15:13). The love of God is for all mankind (II Peter 3:9). 
The love of God is eternal.

B. God’s Love for Us Is Unchanging
The parable of the Prodigal Son is one of the most beautiful portraits of the 

unchanging love of God. An arrogant, selfish, impatient son approached his father 
and asked for his inheritance now. He wanted his money so he could get up and out 
of his dad’s house. 

When he left, he was so cocky. He traveled for days and nights, staying in the 
plushest hotels, eating at the finest restaurants, until he finally felt there were 
enough miles between him and home. He had never bought a drink in his life, but he 
reached into his pocket at the first bar he entered, pulled out a handful of cash, laid 
it on the bar, and bought everyone a drink. 
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But one night, with a lady sitting on each side of him and friends all around, 
they ate and laughed and drank and laughed some more, until the check came. He 
grabbed the check from the server’s hand and reached into his bottomless bag when 
he realized he did not have enough money for this meal. And from that night on, 
having spent all he had, his life took a turn for the worse. 

The wide, wonderful world he gladly left his father’s house to find had just become 
a very cold and lonely world. He headed to the town square where growling stomachs 
and unpaid bills brought a whole group of men together, hoping to find work. Late 
that afternoon a wagon pulled up, driven by a farmer looking for help to feed his 
pigs. The young man left with no other choice, climbed into the wagon as the farmer 
snapped the reins and the horse broke into a gallop. After a long drive and short 
conversation, they pulled up in front of a farm. “Listen here, Boy. Your job is to keep 
these hogs happy. If you keep them happy, I’m happy.”  

We do not know how long he was flinging husks to hungry hogs, but we do know 
there was a day he realized he did not have to be there. One day, while sitting with 
the swine, he came to himself and realized something. He had all he needed at 
home and most of what he wanted. But now he was covered in slop, slopping pigs 
for pennies a day for a farmer who could not care less if he lived or died. 

And he remembered home. But would home remember him? Home was a long, 
long way off. As many miles as he ran from home, he would have to walk back home. 
The long march gave him plenty of time to come up with what to say when he got 
home. “Father.” No, that’s too formal. It’s not me. “Pops.” No. That sounds rude. 
“Dad, if I can still call you Dad. I made a mess of my life and marred your good name. 
I sinned against Heaven and before you. I’m not worthy to be your son anymore. If 
you’ll have me, please just make me one of the hired servants. I’ll live out in the 
quarters with them. I’ll work the fields. I don’t even have to come in the house if you 
don’t want. You don’t ever have to see my face again.”

He rehearsed those lines over and over in his mind. He knew what he would say 
if he would have the chance to say it. After he walked those many miles, he finally 
came to the city he once called home. He walked those familiar streets until he made 
that final turn and stood just outside that old gate at the end of the drive. 

As he started down the drive toward the house, he saw dust stirring in the distance. 
Someone was running toward him. It’s probably Oswald to tell me I’m not welcome 
here. I don’t know what I was thinking. I don’t deserve this. I don’t deserve to be 
home. But before he had a chance to turn around, he heard his father call his name. 
He watched as his dad raced toward him, outrunning the younger servants. His 
winded dad wrapped his arms around him, hugged him, and kissed him. His father 
shed tears all over his filthy, slumped shoulders.

The wayward son choked his way through his rehearsed apology, but his dad 
signaled to the servants who were just catching up. “You, go get the finest robe off 
the rack. You, get my signet ring and put it on his hand. You, get sandals and put 
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them on his feet. You, kill the fatted calf and cook it like your life depended on it. My 
son was dead, but he’s alive. He was lost, but now he’s found.”

Next to Calvary, this story tucked away in Luke 15 is the Mona Lisa of the love of 
God in Scripture. This story teaches us God will not stop loving us even if we stop 
loving Him. His love is constant, unchanging, unfaltering, and un-altering. Even if 
we walk away, He will be right there to love us when we come back. God’s love far 
surpasses any version of love this world has to offer. 

 » With what aspects of this parable do you most identify?
 » How has this parable encouraged you in your walk with God?

IV. THERE IS ETERNAL VALUE IN WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING
We close out our lesson with the most commonly quoted book in the Bible’s 

Wisdom Literature: the Book of Proverbs. Solomon sounded like a desperate man, 
pleading with his readers to get wisdom and understanding. Wisdom will preserve us 
and understanding will bring us honor. Amid our gaining and getting in this life, we 
need to be sure to get wisdom and understanding. We get both of those God-given 
gifts from asking God Himself. 

 » Why do some people look elsewhere for wisdom instead of turning to God?

.         INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Hopefully this lesson has sold you on wisdom and understanding, like a successful 

salesman about to close the deal. This lesson can only properly end by answering how 
we get such wisdom and understanding. James 1 answers that question: let us ask 
God. He gives wisdom liberally and generously when we need it. Even if we do not have 
resources to win our battles on our own, we learned wisdom is better than strength. 

We also increase in wisdom and understanding by reading and knowing the Word 
of God. In His wisdom God has given His Word to give us direction and understanding 
on how to live in a way that pleases God and blesses our fellow man. Let us make 
sure we are spending quality time in prayer and study of God’s Word. Then we will 
find ourselves endued with wisdom and understanding from the gracious hand of 
God Himself.
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